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e many ondeltine Sos which an | 
friends of liberty, of our conſtitution, and of humanity, againft | 

the preſent war, and on the neceſſity of re formation, and a change | 
of meaſures, may make it ſeem. almoſt needleſs to ſay more Ut If 
has been ſaid; for intereſted men would not believe though ons : | 


ſhould riſe from the dead. But although little that is new cn, b 
expected to be advanced on a ſubje& which is ſo plain to the dis 
paſſionate and diſintereſted, yet, as the argument in the following 7 
pages is placed, if not in a new point of light, yet, in ſuch an one = 
as has not been conſidered in any degree proportioned'to its vaſt 1 


———— — h 1 
Nb 8 if 
che diſcuſſion of ſome particulars as he ſhould have done, nor be- 1 


ſtowed the pains upon them which their importance required. = 

As to thoſe in the former part of the book, as they have been ſo = 

ably treated on by numerous voluminous writers, and as he had 
W was new, he did not think it neceſſary 

4 * | : to 


i 
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to enter farther into che · conſideration of them than . ; 
needful for preparing the way for the vindication of what he ad- 
vances reſpecking th „ which ſome may be diſpoſed to 
reje& becauſe novel. K 2 to the execution of the whole, he 
muſt beg leave to plead the conſtant toils of his profeſſion, which 
leave him but- now and then an hour for ſuch inveſtigations. 
Nothing but a conviction of duty could have induced the Author 
to preſent this to the Public; he has no ſelfiſn or party views to 
ſerve; and he hopes fy r all the indulgence vhich-caqdoy, with Juſ: | 
i tics, can ÞERoWry ard 0 more. N : Bo 


The love of peace, anxious apprehenſions for 3 liberty, 
concern for the fate which threatens our country, benevolence to- 
wards mankind, and a motive which a Chriſtian and a Proteſtant 
ought not to be aſhamed to avow, urge me again to addreſs my 
fellow-ſubjeRs at "this "dangerous and awful crifis.——May the 
evils which the figns of the times portend, and of which I have 
ſuch ſtrong apprehenſions, never fall upon my country !—May 
thoſe meaſures which alone can {ave us, be fpeedily adopted! — But, 
mould it be otherwiſe, may the hearts of the true friends of our 
cen ſtitution and liberties never have to :accufe them that they 
foxelaw the apprdaching evil but wanted vinue to exert their ta- 
| lents, great or ſmall, in the cauſe of peace and order, juſtice and 
liberty-l>-—May..the genuine ſervants of God, who worſhip: not 
the mammon of 'unrighteouſneſs, nor eſteem the Bible a compoſi · 
tion of fables, never ſhrink e de becauſe the e | 


eee revilel 


* Religionsis is a mak RG Chriſtianity is the 1 5 
8 that ever God beſtowed upon mankind ; but the deformi - 
ties occaſioned by the corruptions of prieſts, and the perverſions 
of ſtateſmen, have brought it into long diſgrace, and prevented the 
intended good. The all-wiſe God, for reaſons inſerutable to us, 
has permitted it to be ſo. This is one of the many myſteries of 


his providence; but his word will be accompliſhed ; the kingdom 


of antichriſt will periſh, and uncorrupted Chriſtianity will revive 
from the moment of its ruin. We are ſure of the event; but by 
what particular means this is to be accompliſhed, and when, is not 


fo clearly aſcertained. Theſe are left for events to elucidate. 
— 3% Dux 


devrgristut uv. 25 „ ii 


| Otis to watch the figns of tie times, be ready when- 
ever the ſeaſon of reckoning may come. That its approach is to 
be knowable is put beyond a doubt, for otherwiſe the delineation of 
the ſigns, and the command to inquire and watch, as well as the 


| peek Ute the "yy you e N * 10 . 


There is a eee prejudice be Apes ee attention, 
and of which it may be as proper to take notice in this place as 
any where. It is very uſual to hear people ſay of the prophecies, 
and particularly of thoſe in the bock of Revelation, They are 
ſo obſcure, and the opinions of the learned reſpecting them are fo 
various, that it ſeems impoſſible to come at any certainty ; and 1 
therefore never trouble myſelf about them. It is true that there 
are a great divetſity of opinions, and many ſtrange and wild in- 
terpretations and conjeftures have been ſtarted. But to what de- 
ſeription of prophecies does this chizfly apply? Not to thoſe 


which have long been accompliſhed, but to ſuch as remain unful- | 
| filled; for though there may not be an exact conformity of ſenti- 


ment, as to every particular reſpetting theſe former, yet there is a 
pretty general agreement among our writers in their interpretation 
of them. What wild and incoherent notions had the fathers; av 
they are called, the writers of the early centuries, about antichriſt, 


the man of ſin, and the beaſt with ſeven heads and ten horns, in 


Rev. xiii, And why? Becauſe theſe prophecies were not ſuffi 


eiently realized. But what Proteſtant commentators differ about 
theſe predictions now? Scarcely any. To ſay nothing concern- 


ing the prophecies in the Old Teſtament, which referred to the hu- 


milistion of the Meſſiah, and which were never underſtood till 


after their fulfilment, obſerve, the progreſs of the elucidation of 
the book of Reuelation. The prophetic parts, to the end of the 


ainth chapter, are tolerably well underſtood, and though there 
may not be an exact, yet there is a pretty general agreement in the | 


interpretations of our moſt approved writers, as there is alſo about 
thoſe other parts that have, for ſome time, been accompliſhed. 

For inſtance, ſcarcely any body now doubts but that the fifth and 
ſth trumpets refer to the depredations of the Saraceng and 
Turks; and almoſt all allow that the corruptions and perſecutions 


of the papal church, and its ſupporters, are repreſented hy the 
treading under foot the holy city for foxty and two months, and 
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by the witneſſes propheſying in ſackcloth 2260, days, or years, 


chap. xi. The reaſon of this general agreement is, becauſe we ſeg 
„the fulfilment. But, in the interpretation of ſome other parts of 


this book, authors are very various, and for this obvious xcaſon, | 


becauſe unaccomplithed, But this is not always to be the, caſe. 
When. therefore they are fulfilled, and the. correſpondence of 


events with the predictions ſuggeſts the true interpretation, it 
would be the height of folly to rejeQ ſuch interpretations on ac- 


count of their novelty, or becauſe former commentators entertained 
different opinions. I do not pretend to have any clear and ſpe- 
cific. ideas of What remains unfulfilled, but I apprehend that the 


events ſignified in the tenth and in the eleventh chapters of Rev:la- 


tion, ſo far as extends to the nations being angry, and the coming 
of the wrath of God, are now accompliſhed, or accompliſhing, 
J think this is as demonſtrable as a thing of the kind gan poſ- 


fibly be—as - demonſtrable as that the ſeventy weeks of Daniel 


referred to the coming of the Meſſiah, or, as that the PO. 
of Iſaiah was a e of his — and ? 
te it is e may think he the 3 3 Bae 
too much confidence reſpetting the ſuppoſed approaching calami- 
ties, and too much of what ſome will call enthuſiaſm, for the oc- 
caſion; he can only ſay, that, whatever diffidence he may enter- 
1ain'as to ſome ſingle and detached hypotheſes, both in this part 
and in the former, yet he has no doubt remaining as to the great 
facts, and expected events; and under the impreſſion of this con- 


ndence it would be criminal apathy to treat them as common oc 


currences, and to feel as though but little were at ſtake, When 


Jieſus beheld the capital of his guilty, devoted country, he wept 
over it, Whether I write as a wild enthuſiaſt, or as one in his | 
ober ſenſes, who has ſome reaſon. for what he advances, a ſhort 


time will determine; and, if the reader will ſuppreſs his cenſures, 
and engage himſelf diligently to watch che jigns of the times but 
for a few years only, I am willing to refer to future events for the 


proof that what is now burſting upon us tends to no common 


zue. Ves, it is more than probable, that many will think the 


Author a miſtaken enthuſiaſt ; but were this the univerſal opinion, 
(which is far from being the caſe) he is not geſtitute of 8 | 


If 


W immoderate nenen, 


\ 


— 


| the illuſions of fancy, to adopt ſentiments which may have a-ten+ 


dency to create unneceſſary uncaſineſs, I ſhall eſteem myſelf un- 


der obligations to the man who. will endeavor, candidly, to con- 


vince me of my deluſions; and if ſuch an one can produce any 
5 well · grounded arguments to overturn; what is advanced in the 
following pages, or in the former part of The Signs of the Timesy 


L hope I am neither ſo pertinacious nor ſo enthuſiaſtic, as to he in- 
capable of con viction, But While no beyter arguments are ad- 


| vanced than, Others have been deceived—opinions are various 


hen an author wiſhes to ſupport an hypothelis of this kind, 
it is no difficult taſk, in any age, to find events ſuited to his pur- 
pole—theſe prophecies might be applied to any other country or 


events as well as to thoſe brought forward,” &c. I muſt *, 


din a aan aan ona dee. ee e e erin ee 
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time to be fulſilled. Whenever that time. comes, and a certain, 


number of the predicted events have taken place, it is likely that 


things will be placed in ſuch a point of light as to convey con- 
viction, to the pious and attentive: obſerver, of the true intent of 
the Spirit of God; and it is to be-expeRted, that this will be in 
proportion to the advancement of the, great ſcheme. to its perfect 
completion. Whether ſuch a number of theſe events have taken 


place, and whether things are now placed in ſuch a point of light, 


I hope the reader will candidly and feriouſly inquire, | The Au- 


thor thinks it is ſo; and though he does not pretend to determine, 


from unfulfilled prophecies, either the exact time, or manner, of 


the accompliſhment of any particular event, yet he thinks that, 


from what has taken Place, a pretty poſitive concluhon, may be. 


drawn reſpecting the main events, and that they are very NEAT 5, 
namely, the dovenfal of. the Papacy, and, of all religious. cor- 


preſſion ; : the general. rithms and renovation of nenkins. 


and of the averflowing a PR are to . or N 
the way, for all this. | e | 0243 


| Such.is the temper of 8 A au/ <a = 
= nl ll Poſſibiy, be ready to s the. Author of want of, 


loyalt y 
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F correſpandencies, or lad. away by 
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wyalty to Aeli of veneration for the conſtitution, and of love 
for his country, for to fimilar ſuſpicions was a wiſer and better man 
expoſed, (Jeremiah xxxviii. 4.) and all for a conduct which 


avouched the very contrary, 14 for which, inſtead of perſecution | 5 


and a dungeon, he deferved the thanks of his country. Should 
it be thus, the Author will be content to eonſole himſelf with 
that conſciouſueſs which he poſſeſſes of the fal ſehood of ſuch ſur- 
miſes, of the rectitude of his intentions, and the hope of His ap- 
probation who is the Judge of all, and to WR, es not to the 

will of men, we 2825 to live. | 


The Author does not profeſs to ſet himſelf up for the apologiſt 
of the French people ; and far be it from him to attempt to juſtify 
their raſh and wicked deeds: he has not even ſuppoſed that every 


other people, in like ſituations, and with like provocations, would | 


have acted the ſame part which they have; for that would be no 
_ aeviation of their guilt, The utmoſt that he has contended for, 
or ſuggeſted, is, that the overthrow of monarchy and popery in 
that country is the accompliſhment of God's word, and in judg- 
ment for oppreſſion and corruption; that their great leading prin- 
giples are good, and that they have à right to legiſlate for them- 
ſelves, and chooſe what fort of COIN oy ow. pr ocnagl 
* any er ee on 2 earth. l 


Whether the French be 8 or wrong, in this « or that, is no 
part of the queſtion which it has been thought neceſſary to enter 
very deeply into yet the truth ſeems to be, that there is a ſtrange 
mixture of the greateſt good and the greateſt evil: much to be 
applauded and much to be lamented, ' But the argument againſt 
the preſent war is drawn from a higher ſource than either 
the principles or praQtices of the French reformers; and the 
Author thinks that, whether the French be right or wrongs 
whether they triumph or periſh, yet moſt of the nations who 
have made war upon them have involved themſelves in great 
| blame by the raſhneſs of their proceedings, and that they hazard 
great danger by attempting to ſupport that, which not only infpired 
wiſdom, but general reaſon, has doomed to fall. But more than 

this; though the war, on the part of the combined powers, were 
. ever ſo juſt, though as juſt as that of Iſrael againſt the proud king 


„ 


i 

ADVERTISEMENT: 55 vu 
of Aſlyria, or of any of the ancient empires againſt their cruel and 
ambitious invaders, it would not at all affect the queſtion. As in 
their caſes it was for the accumulated guilt of ſucceſſive ages; and 
for the general depravity of their character, and not for the blame 
bf that particular quarrel in which they fell, that Gd made theſe 
| invaders his inſtruments for their chaſtiſement and overthrow, 
and which deſtination Inſpiration had foretold —ſo, for the aceu- 
mulated guilt; and general depravity, of modern nations; chaf- 


tiſement is to be expected; and Inſpiration has put it beyond a” 7 
doubt that it will one day come, when the beaſt with ten horns 


will be ſlainz and his body deſtroyed, and given to the burning 
flame. (Dan. vii. 11.) From comparing the \figit# of the times 
with the declarations and indicatibns of propheey there is great 
reaſon to apprehend that the time is at hand; Whatever, then, our 


provocations might be, the danger is much the ſame, and there is 
no hope of eſcape or alleviation but by inſtant Rx RN TA Re and 


RzrorMatION,——Never, therefore, was that exhortation more 
in time, REPENT, FOR THS KINGDOM Of Heaven 15 AT 
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4 RETROSPECTIVE VIEW. 


of the Events predicted i in the fifth, th foe | 
vent h, eig iti, and * e 7 Ne. 


n 1 


1 Nn we enter upon our inquiries, permit me a 
_ queſtion; not whether thou art intereſted in the continuance and 
triumph of corruption in this country, or in the ſupport of deſ- 
potiſm and popery in France; queſtions proper enough in them-/ | 
ſelves, for intereſt has a mighty influence in corrupting the heart 
and perverting the judgment; but, art thou a Chriſtian ? Does 
the reader believe that the prophets in old time ſpoke and wrote 
under the inſpiration of the Spirit of God, and that the things 
which they foretold will have tMeir accompliſhment ? If not, he 
may be aſſured that the following pages will not be to his taſte, — 
In a Chriftian country, when queſtions of the laſt importance are 
in agitation, and the fate of nations is at ſtake, there is a peculiar _ 
propriety in referring to thoſe ſacred records which we all believe 
to be from God, to ſee whether they contain any information 
which may aſſiſt us in forming a right judgment, and thus prevent 
our purſuing a criminal and ruinous conduct. He cannot be a 
Chriſtian who deſpiſes this appeal, and eſpecially as it is allowed, 
almoſt by general conſent, that we have here delineated the Eire 


TER wathonds whe al n 


The 4 Paul (Rom. XV. 2 Avetires reſpefing the writings” 
of the prophets, that © Whatſoever things were written aforetime 
OY p B i were 


10 RETROSPECTIVE VIEW. 
were written for our 22 that we gh. 22 and com- 


that Ae ere and difficult, 3 important _d inftruſtive, book of 
Revelation, it is written, (chap. i. g.) © Bleſſed is he that readeth, 
and they that hear the words r this prophecy, and keep thoſe 
things which are written therein : the time is at hand. Is it not 
therefore a ſtrange piece of folly, not to ſay profeccneſ, i in Chriſ- 
tians, to maintain, that theſe prophecies are of a kind) which it is 
as vain as it is unprofitable to inquire into? This i is to arraign the 
wiſdom of God, and deſpiſe thoſe methods of inſtructien which 
the Inſpirer of prophecy has chofen, Far be this from us? + Let 
us better underftand that ſaying of the apoſtle to Timothy; All 
fſeripture is given by infpiration of God, and is profitable for doc- 
trine, for reproof, for correction, for inſtruQtion in righteouſneſs * 
that the man of God may be perfeft, theronghly furniſhed unto all 
good works.” Many things in this book may be hard to be un- 
derſtood, and eſpecially before their fulfilment, or the taking place 
af ſome events ſo immediately connected with them as to affard 
the inquirer a clue in bis inveſtigations ; but it does not - thenee 
follow, that we are not to fearch into the mind and meaning of 
the Spirit of God, but rather that-we- ought to redouble our dili- 
_ gence in inquiry, and abound the more in prayer to God, for the 
teachings of that Spirit who gave the. word, and gave it in this 
form, not that it might never be underſtood, but that, whilſt the 
purpoſes and operations of God, in providence, ſhould be hid from 
the careleſs eyes of 4 wicked world, they might, at the proper. 
ſcaſon, be diſcoverable to the Pious and diligent inquirer, for the 
conſolation of the upright, and, in the end, for the general con- 
viction and edification of mankind. What the angel ſaid to Da- 
niel (chap. xii. 3, 10.) is in point as to the preſent queſtion, and a 
ground of encouragement to invigorate our reſearches. Shut up 
the words and ſeal the book, even to the time of the end. Many (that 
is, about the time of the end) all run to and fro, (ſhall inquire 
and inveſtigate) and knowledge all be increaſed, None of the wick- 
ed Jhall underſtand, but the wiſe all underſtand. ) The wicked will 
not ſee what God is doing, though they themſelves may: be the in- 
ſtruments; but the wiſe, who ſearch into the word of God, and 
obſerve and nabe, the 825 f ne with 1 1 | 
1 en tall 
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Laue, the Revelation, and comparing it with the eleventh; and 


from which compariſon I ſuppoſe ſuch gn, of the times to be dif- 
coverable, as may affiſt us to form a judgment of the period in 
which we live, and of the events we have to expect, it will be 
proper to take a curſory view of what goes before. In the fifth 


chapter we have an account of a book ſcaled with ſeven ſeals, 


which Jeſus, the Lamb of God, was alone found worthy to open. 


is committed to the execution of the exalted Redeemer of the 
world. The opening of the ſeals indicates to us the different po- 
riods of hiſtory, from the firſt preaching of the gòſpel to the con- 
ſummation of all things. In the ferth chapter we have an account 
of the opening of ſ of the ſeven ſeals. Thele bring us to the 
overthrow of the heathen Roman empire, by the emperor Con- 


ſtantine, who, about the year 311, embracing Chriſtianity, eſfocted 
__ moſt aſtoniſhing revolution in the hiſtory of idolatry, and pro- 
cured for the Chriſtian church a reſpite from thoſe perſecutions 


which had long harraſſed it, and which ſeemed to threaten its utter 
extirpation.. Now (A. D. 32g) were the four winds of heaven 


| Holden, (chap. vii.) that they ſhould not blow on the earth, nor 


on the ſea, nor an any tree, till 144,000: of the ſervants of God 
were ſealed in their foreheads, with the ſeal of the living God. 
The former commotions and perſecutions gave place to peace and 
quietneſs, til. Chriſtianity ſhould acquire ſtrength and permanency | 
by the addition of numerous converts. But tares ſprung up among 
the Wheat. The feeds of antichriſtian error, pride, and demina- 
tion, had Jong been ſown, and now the ſunſhine of court favour 
produced a plentiful crop. Chriſtianity, or ſomething: called by 
that name, was brought to court; ſhe was careſſed, loaded wan 
riches and hongurs; was debauched by her alliance with the 
world, and quickly became the mother of harlots. The true re- 
| ligion of Jeſus Chriſt was adulterated with the maxims of ſtate = 
men, and the reveries ef enthuſiaſts. The perſecuted became the 
eutors, and univerſal corruption, reviling, ad SPOT * 


ceded, ** * which follow. 
. Chap. 
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+> Chap; vil. * And when he bad opened the ſeventh teal, there 
was filence in heaven about the ſpace of half an hour.“ Was 
this filence, as ſome interpret it, the ſhort quiet which the church | 
enjoyed on the late change of circumſtances ; or, (for this quiet 
had been repreſented before, chap. viii. 1.) was it not rather the 
amazement of heaven, on the opening of the ſeventh ſeal, at: the 
corruption which followed, and at the judgments of God; which 
were about to ſucceed ? There may allo be an alluſion, as ſome 
ſuppoſe, to a ceremony among the Jews, who, while the ſacrifices 
were offering, and while the prieſt went into the temple to burn 
incenſe; remained filent without, praying to themſelves. © And 
I faw the ſeven angels which ſtood before God; and to them were 
given ſeven trumpets.” Theſe ſeven trumpets are to be the ſignal 
For the uſhering in ſo many diſtin judgments on apoſtate Chriſ= 
tians. And I ſaw another angel came and ſtood. at the altar, 
having a golden cenſer; and there was given unto him much in- 
cenſe, that he ſhould' offer it with the prayers of the ſaints upon 


the golden altar, which was before the throne. And the ſmoke 


of the incenſe, Which came with the prayers of the ſaints, aſcend- 
ed up before God, out of the angel's Rand. The corruption of 
the Chriſtian church which had taken place, and the evils which 
quickly followed in its train, became a ſubje& of ſerious concern 
to thoſe: who: ſtill adhered to the truth; and the vindication of 
dichonoured Chriftianity, as well as of oppreſſed INNOCENCE, Was | 
the ſubject of their carneſt prayers. God heard them. And 
the angel took the cenſer and filled it with fire of the altar, and 
taſt:iz into the earth: and there were voices, and thunderings, and 
lightnings, and an earthquake.“ All theſe expreſſions are ſigniſi- 
cant of wars and commotions of nations, and are intimations of 
what is to be expetted under the following trumpets, or poſſibly 
they were intended to repreſent thoſe. commotions which ſhould 
agitate the Roman empire, between the death of: Conſtantine and 
the ſounding of the firſt trumpet, which ſhould bring the invaſion 
of the Goths ; chat is, between the years 337 and 376. In this - | 
interval the family of Conſtantine, his three ſons, Who divided 
the empire among them, and all his zelations, periſhed, chiefly by 
aſſaſſination and inteſtine wazs, within the ſpace of twenty · ſeven 
years. And ſo fierce and bloody was the war between Conſtan- 


hats who gut in Aſia and the gaſt, and * who had 
pro- 
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procured the aſſaſſination of Conſta . 
ia Italy, that, as Victor obſerves, it almoſt ruined the whole ſtrengih 
of the Roman empire. a ee e ee 
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3 9 The bft er 1 and d — followed hail, and 
Sno mingled ee were caſt upon the earth; and 
che third part of trees were burnt up, and all green graſs, was 
burnt up, This firſt trumpet brings a terrible ſtorm from the 
north, the region of hail; and the nature of the ſtorm ſhews the 

nature of the judgment, it was hail and fire mingled with blood, 
which denotes wars, and appears to have been a prediction of the 
terrible inundations of the Goths, who, about the year 336, broke 
_ .in upon, and laid waſte a great part of Europe, that third part of 
the then known world, to which the prophecy refers; for when 
the prophecy ſpeaks of the judgment falling on a third part, the 
weſtern empire, or Europe, is to be underſtood. : Great were the 
calamities which were endured, for ſeveral years, from thefe in- 
vaders. A check was at length given to their depredations; for 
attempting the conqueſt of Normandy, A. D. 492. they were de- 


5 feated, their camp and their immenſe treaſures were taken; the 


captives were delivered, and as the diſperſed wandered about for 
ſafety, innumerable numbers were ne, * aun, 


my 8 appeared, | 


| Ver. . « The ſecond an Graded. 2 as. it were, 1 | 
mountain burning with fire was caſt into the ſea; and the third 
part of the ſea became blood,” Ec. This appears to be a predic- 
tion of the irruption of the, Vandals, who, about. the year 406, 
made a terrible invaſion. inte the weſtern and maritime parts of 
Europe, and boxe down, all before them; ſo. that France, Spain, 
Portugal, and Italy, were made a prey of, and Rome itſelf was 
made to pay for i its liberty. Here they ſettled themſelves for awhile, 

till toward the period of the third trumpet, they went * join Afri- 


* founded the the Vandals. 


. e — 6 And the third * founded and than: fell 2 great 


| 4 from heaven, burning as ĩt were a lamp, and it fell upon the | 
- ard pen of the. rivers, and upon the fountains of water; and 
| the 
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the Waters became wormwood, and many men died of che waters, 
beeuuſe they were madd bitter Thit blasing ſtar, or Botnet, is 
Attila, who, with his Huns, A, D. 452, made a terrible imvaſiom 
into the weſtern parts, laying waſte the countries about the Danube 
and Rhine, the yicateſt' rivers in Europe, and efpecially Lombar- 

ey, which  witered: by the Po. His miffion ſeems to have bern 
partivularly againſt this latter comtry.” Right well did he call | 
himmel, The ſcourge of God, and the terror of man. For fourteen 
years he ſhook bath the eaſt and well wich the moſt crucl fear, 
Keying waſte the provinces, by plundering, fire, and fword.  Af- 
ver having waſted Thrace; «Macedon; and Greece, he turned his 
arms againft the weſtern empire; he entered Gaul with 900,000 
men, {et moſt of the cities on fire, but going beyond the bounds. 
of this trumpet, ke met with a ſucceſsfal reſiſtance, on which he 
turned his force again Lombardy, took and deſtroyed Aquiles, 
with {ſeveral other cities, fla ing the inhabitants, and laying the 
buildings in aſhes, From the Alps te the Appenine, all was 


flight, depopulation, ſlaughter, bondage, burning, and deſperation, | 55 


He was preparing to march to Rome, but wes diverted from his 
purpoſe by a ſolemn embaſſy from the emperor, and the promiſe 
of an annual tribute; and ſo concluding a truce, he retired out of 
beyond the Panube, 


Wen ks an eye upon a | map of this e which he | 
thus ravaged and depepulated, and which comprehended almoſt 
al: the north of Italy, viz. Piedmorit, Milan, moſt of the territory | 
of Venice, Mantua, Parma, Modena, and feveral other provinces, 
"he will inſtantly perceive che aptitude of the deſcription: of this 

juclgment: it was to fall upon the'third part of the rivers and fon 
teins of water, and the waters were to betome wormwood, &. 
Beſide its lakes, no country in Kurope is ſo interſetied with rivers, 
There are not many ſhort of a hundred, reckoning the numerous 
branches, with their ſeveral conſiderable ftreams, which fall into 
the Po. Perhaps, at ſome future” time, not far diſtant, the com- 
paring of what may take place in the overthrow of Antichriſt, 
Vith this judgment which fell on thoſe countries effceially Which 
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Nuts 18. enn angel foundec enn 
of the for was: ſinitten, and the third part of the moon, and tie 
third part of the ftars ; ſoas the third part of thetri was darkened,” 


and the day hone not for a third! part of it, and the night he- 


which the other trumpets prepared the way; the extinftion'of the 
weſtern empire. We may here recolle& what Sir I. Newton, in 
his Obſervations upon the Praphecics, ſays, veſpecting this fort of 
figurative language. In ſacred prophecy, which regards not fin= 
gle perſons, the ſun is put for tha whole fpecies and race of Kinga, 
in the kingdom or kingdoms of the world politic, fhining with 
regal power and glory; the moon, for the body of the common 
people, conſidered as the. king's wife; the ſtars, for fubordinats 
princes and great men. Darkneſs is put for obſcurity of condi- 
tion, and for error, blindneſs, and ignorance ; darkning, ſmiting, 
or ſetting of the ſun, moon, or ſtars, for the ceaſing of a kingdom, 
or: for the deſolation thereof, proportional to the darkneſs; dark- 
ning of the ſun, turning the moon e and falling of the 


ſtars, for the ſame.” 


There appear no events to which this extinguiſhing of the third 


part of the ſun, moon, and ſtars, can be ſo properly applied as to 
what took place towards the end of the fifth century, when the 
weſtern emperor, and his ſubordinate governors, were utterly ex- 

tinguiſhed, and an entire end was put to the very remainders of 
the Roman Cæſars. This was effected by the fourth inundation 
of the barbarous nations, when the Heruli, under Odaacer, their 
leader, invaded Italy, about the year 436 A. C. and, having con- 
quered Auguſtulus, gave the mortal blow to the weſtern empire, 


and reduced all Italy under the dominion of the barbarian, Who 


aſſumed the title of king of Italy. About ſixteen years after this, 
Theodoxic, king of the Oſtrogoibs, at the requeſt of Zeno, empe- 
ror of the caſt, made war upon theſe invaders in their new ſettle · 


ment, conquered Odoacer in ſeveral battles, and obtained, as the 


fruits of his vidories,. a kingdom for the Oſtrogoths in Italy, 


which 9 under various turns of fortune, from the year. 
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33 2 5. The ſeat of government was now removed from 
Rome to Ravenna. This extinction of the imperial government, 


and humiliation, of Rome, appears to be that to which the apoſtle 
Paul alludes, 2 Theſſ. ii. 6, 7, 8. Thus he, or that, which hinder- 
ed the man of ſin from perfecting his ſchemes of ambition, was 


taken away, and free ſcope was given to the Popes to realize that 


ſpiritual monarchy, after which they had ſo long panted, but could 
not's 3 while "this een . 55 


- Thus a we Show 6 diſſolution of ae A . in Eu- 


rope effected by the irruptions of the barbarous nations, not at 
once, but by degrees. From its ruins ſprung up:the ten kingdoms, 


which had been ſhewn to Nebuchadnezzar as tlie ten toes of a great 
image, (Dan. ii. 42.) and to Daniel and John as ſo many horns of 
monſtrous and ſavage beaſts. Dan. vii. j. Rev. xii. 3. xiii. 1. 


WHAT was the effect which all theſe great and conſtant cala- 


mities that we have been reviewing, produced on the minds of 


the ſufferers? Did they put a ſtop to corruption, and reduce 
mankind to repentance ? Inſtead of this, immorality, ſuperſtition, . 
prieſteraſt and cruel! oppreſſions, civil and religious, ſeemed to 
increaſe in proportion to the corrections of Providence, and 
even to outſtrip the calamities which precipitated the downſal 
of the Roman empire. Inftead of turning to God by repent-. 
ance, and ſeeking to him for protection, they multiplied their 
gods; and the only exhortations of the clergy were, The holy. 


- martyrs, our defenders, are preſent; they would be .entreated, * 


and they ſeek that they may be ſought, Seek therefore unto theſe: 
helpers unto your prayers, find out theſe protectors of your guilti- 


neſs. Let St. Peter be now your helper in all things, that after- 


ward he may be able to forgive you your- ſins. Cant to the croſs, 
| wherein 


1 


RETROSPECTIVE vitw. | 17 


Wherein is the wood of the Lord's croſs, and the hair 'of Joby the 
Baptiſt : we fetch always | the comfort of our Saviour through the 55 
interceffion of his fore. runner. Thus idolatry was grafted on 
the Chriſtian profeſſion ; and thefe antichriſtian apoſlates thought, 
by thefe devotions, and by making converts by fire and fword to 
the holy Catholic church, to atone for their fins, and bribe the 
Divinity to interpoſe in their favor. But while they are chanting | 
to ſaints and relics for peace, and ſhedding the blood of the ſaints 4 
as the price of ſafety, behold an angel flying through the midſt of 
heaven, (ver. 13.) ſaying, with a laud voice, « Woe, woe, woe, to 
the inhabitants of the earth, by reaſon of the other voices of the 
trumpet of the three angels which are yet to found !” The three 
laſt trumpets are called woe trumpets, and this becauſe the plagues | 
which were to come, either on account of their much greater ſe- 
verity or ne ro N een or much more terrible chan the 
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| Clay. ix. 1, 6 And the fifth 18 ſounded, 42 I ſaw altar an 
from heaven unto the earth, and to him was given the key of the 
bottomleſs pit. Our commentators are generally agreed, that the 
judgment intended' by this trumpet is very obvious, and cannot de 
eaſily miſtaken, This falling ſtar, or comet, is the grand impoſtor 
Mahomet, who, in the unſearchable operations of Providence, was 
the inſtrument of preparing a race of men, or monſters rather, 
for the ſeourging of apoſtate Chriſtians, _ Mahomet nar eee 
his career about the year of Chriſt 608. Then he began to pro- 
pagate his impoſtare, and to take to himſelf the title of The Apoſe 
tie of God. "He did not pretend to deliver a new religion, but to 
revive that which had been given to Adam, In the year 628 he 
began to teach his diſciples that God had ordered him to propagate 
and enforce his religion by fre and ſword, Accordingly, in 623, 
they began to put in praftice this pretended milfioy. Ver. 2. 
% And he opened the bottomleſs pit, and there aroſe a ſmoke out 
of the pit, as' the ſmoke of a great furnace} and the ſun and the 
air were darkened by reaſon of the ſmoke of the pit.” This ſmoke ' 
is his erroneous deatine; Ver. * And there came out of the 
pit locuſts upon the earth, and to them was given power as the 
| ſcorpions of the earth have power.” It not comport with my 
limits, not is it neceTary to my deſign, to enter into the minutie - 
l = | " of 
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of this part of John's viſion ;_ I. ſhalb only obſerve, that by theſe 
_ locuſts we. are. to underſtand the Saracens, the diſciples of Maho- 
l met, who, for ſo many years, were. the ſcourge. of the Greek and 
| Latin chupches, Aha, and Europe. Here is no mention made of. 
the third part, as in the other trumpets, but their commiſſion. was 
againſt all the men who had not the ſeal of God in their forcheads, 
that is, Who were not the ſervants of God, but had apoſtatized 
from the truth to ſuperſtition, idolatry, and perſecution, and which . 
was the caſe with the pretended Chriſtians both of Aſia and Eu- 
rope, both of thoſe who acknowledged the ſupreme authority of 
the Biſhop of Rome, and of thoſe who did not. But theſe locuſts. 
were not to kill theſe. men, but only to torment them. This does | 
not. fignify, i in the ſtricteſt ſenſe, that they were not to inflict death KF 
on any, for this they did on innumerable multitudes ; but it means | 
that, though they were to be the authors of numberleſs torments to 
both the Greek and Latin churches, yet, they were not to deſtroy 
them in their corporate 1 This was to be effected mare the 


- — * - o ; * 
e . 13 *A "% 5 - 2 N os 1 4 5 „ Wy ** 7 * A+ 
— % | ws 4 * = 137 * 7 * * + 4 4 „ & 8 = + # & + © >» 19 
: o 
* 


» 


As: to the time during which theſe 8 ola were to tor- 
meat, them who had not the ſeal of God in their foreheads, it is 
ſaid, in the Hel. verſe, to be five. months, prophetic, months un- 
doubtedly, or 150 years. Again, it is ſaid, ver. 10. that they 
bad tails like ſcorpions, and there were ſtings in their tails; and 
their power was to hurt men five months 1 the ſame period of 
ume with that mentioned before, 150.years. There is ſome diffi- 
culty in reconciling this time, which the prophecy. allots, with 
the biſtory of facts. Some ſuppoſe that an alluſion only 1 is here 
made to thoſe hot ſummer months 1 in which locuſts, are wont. to 
prevail and do miſchief, without intending to mark out any cer- 
tain times | Some, again, ſuppoſe, that as a prophetic month con- | 
tains 30 years, the period of 150 years was, intended, and that this 
refers only to that period i in which the Saracens made their chief. 

| cougueſts, ; and occaſioned the greateſt calamities. Others imagine * 
that both theſe five months are to be reckoned; and then the 
period of their tormenting men is fixed to 300 years, But 

- others. have thought, that here has been, through the miſtake of 
copyiſts, ſome alteration of the original t text, See Whiſton' s £f-, 
fay on. the Revelations, p. 196. By this hypotheſis, John is ſup- 

| 1 85 poſed 
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vu te have” wiltten fE*or dadrurt, and ndt E or or rurt, that 

teen months inftead öf foe, this being a period which ſeems 
to igree much better with the hiſtory of the Saracens; for from 
the beginning of the Saracen « empire, or of the impoſture of Ma- 55 
homet, in 608, to che firſt grand downfal of it, By the riſe o 
the Turkiſh empire, at the inauguration of "Tangralifi, (after 
the taking of the capital city of Bagdad) A. D. 1057 or 10358, are 
about 450 years. As it is not eſſential to my deſign, I ſhall not 
labor to ſolve the difficulties which here preſent themſelves, it 
being enough for our preſent purpoſe, if this fifth trumpet be. al- 
lowed to refer to the depredations of this "crueF people. 1 ſhall 
therefore only beg leave to ſuggeſt to the curious, and to thoſe who 
may have more ability and leiſure for the inveſtigation, whether 
the firſt five months may not refer to the ſevereſt period of their 
conqueſts and cruelties in Afia, where they had their beginning, 
and the latter ue months to the time of their chief and moſt tor- 
menting depredations in Europe. Thoſe who wiſh to ſee a more 
labored explanation of theſe trumpets, may conſult Brigh 2 
Mede, Lowman, Newton, Whiſton, and others. The la . 
whom, except Mede, has the moſt originality, and though he may 
have ſome peculiaries, and ſtart ſome hypotheſes which may be 
thought to be unſupported by good argument, yet, altogether, he 
ſeems to have had the moſt. —— ideas, and l acknowledge 
| 9 e we. to him. e 
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Ver. 18. G woe Is wy and behold ee come two woes - 
hereaſter. And the ſixth angel founded, and 1 heard a voice from 
the four horns of the golden altar, which is before God, faying 
to the fixth angel which had the'trumpet, . Looſe the four angels 25 
which are bonnd in the great river Euphrates. And the four an- 
gels were. loofed, which were prepared for an hour, and a Gay, 
and a month, and a year, for to flay the third part of men.” It 
is almoſt impoſſible not to believe that this woe refers to the = 
Turks, who overthrew'and entirely extinguiſhed all that part of 5 
che Roman empire which they aſſaulted, by the taking and facking 
of Conſtantinople, A. D. 345g, and by the entire conqueſt and, 
poſſeſon of the eaſtern expire to this day. This people perfeflly, 
agree with the following deſcription. They were to be prodigi-, | 
ys fikinerous, eſpecially in cavalry. (ver. i 7) Such has been 
| = EG FE | the 
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1 the Turks; for they are reckoned to —— 
than 719,000 them diſperſed over the ſeveral provinces of their 
empire. They were to have breaſt⸗ Plates of fire, and of ja- 
cinth, and brimſtone; the heads of their horſes were to be as the | 
heads of lions, and out of their mouths iflued fire, and ſmoke, and 
brimſtone. And by theſe were the third part of men killed.“ 
{ver. 17, 18. ) This i is, as Mr. Whiſton obſerves, a moſt proper 
or allegorical deſcription | of the way and appearance of battles, ' 
ſince the woeful uſe of guns and gunpowder, which, were invent- 
ed under this trumpet. By theſe they were enabled, in the in- 
fancy of this art, of killing and laying waſte, to atchieve ſome. of 
their greateſt exploits. By means. of his artillery, Amurath the 
Second broke into the Peloponneſus, and took . ſeveral ſtrong 
places; and in particular at their moſt fatal action, the taking of 
Conſtantinople, in 1453, ſuch enormous guns were employed as 
had never been ſeen before. One i is deſcribed to have been of 
ſuch a monſtrous fize, that it was drawn. by ſeventy yoke of oxen, 
and two thouſand men. If we moreover conſider the cavalry as 
firing over the heads of their horſes, not only do the men ſeem to 
have breaſt-plates of fire, but fire, and ſmoke, and ati 
to * from the mouths of their A | | 

jy it * allowed, as it is by ak all our A. —_ he | 
Turks are intended by this woe, what chiefly concerns us is, when 
was this looſing effected, of which the prophecy ſpeaks, and for 
how long a time were theſe angels prepared to lay the third part 
of men? _ Concerning. theſe four angels, ſee AMede's Key, ps 108, 
and Whifton's Eſay, p. 199. They underſtand them to be four ful- 
fanics ar kingdoms, which the Turks had at or near the river Eu- 
phrates, for ſeveral ſucceſſions together, whoſe capital cities were 
Bagdad, beyond that riuer, and Iconium, Aleppo, and Damaſcus, on 
this fide of it. For a great while they were reſtrained to theſe 
parts, and could not extend their dominion as they wiſhed. . Se- 
veral circumſtances operated to eſſect this reſtraint, particularly 
che expeditions of the cruſaders, in the +2th and 13th centurics, 
and the power of the khans of Perſia, who, till the beginning of 
the fourteenth century exercifed ſome cantrol over them, But it 
is evident, that the ſeveral reſtraints «of Providence, Which had 


| * them, began to de taken of towards the end. of the thir- 
tecnth, 
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teenth, and the beginning of the fourteenth centuries. All our 
writers on the ancient Turkiſh hiſtory, complain. of the barren- 
neſs of their materials, and the inaccuracy: of dates; but let us 
trace this matter as well as we can. Firſt obſerve the riſe of the 
Ottoman family itſelf. . The firſt perſon we read of, of this re- 
markable race, which has been ſuch a {ſcourge to Chriſtendom, is 
Solyman Shah, who attempted, about A. D. 1214, ſay fome, later, 
according to others, to retire out of Perſia, to ſeek for himſelf 
and followers a ſettlement under the Seljukidæ, who then reigned 
in Aſia Minor. In attempting to paſs the Euphrates he was 
drowned; This ſo diſcouraged his ſons, that two of them return- 
cd back into Perſia; but Ortogrul, the third, with his three ſons, 
Candoa, Sarubani, and Othman, of Ottoman, ſtill remained in the 
neighbourhood of the Euphrates for ſome time, till Aladin, the 
dultan of Iconium, received him, and gave him, and the four hun- 
dred families which emigrated with him, a country to inhabit. 
Ortogrul died about the year 1289, and his ſon Ottoman continued 
the ſubje& and ſoldier of Aladin. By his valor and ſucceſs he 
raiſed himſelf to great eminence, and the race of the Seljukide 
_ terminating in Aladin, he fixed upon Ottoman to be his ſucceſſor. 
: Oppreſſed with age and infirmities, he is ſaid, in his life time, to 
have develved on Ottoman the cares and prerogatives of royalty. 
Mr, Gibbon fixes this in A. D. 1299: but it is generally deter- 
mined to have been in «300. From comparing what is ſaid of 
the length :of his reign, and the beginning of the reign of his ſon 
\  Urchan, and other circumſtances, there is reaſon to conclude that 
he began his reign in the year of the Hegira (the Turkiſh epoch) 
699 or 100, probably the latter. New, as the Hegira began July 
«5, 622, A. C. and the Arabian years being lunar, and the Turks 
reckoning them by thirties, nineteen of which conſiſt of g54 
days, and eleven of g55; their year 300 would commence on Sept. 
16, 1300. Thus the fourth month of the Turkiſh year would be 
according to the Chriſtian era, 2301. Hiſtorians ſeldom take any 
notice of this difference in the commencement of the Turkiſh 
years, and thoſe of ours; but if an event is ſaid to have taken 
place in the 00th year of the Hegira, chis year commencing in 
1300 of our era, it is therefore ſet down as in that year. It is 
probable that Ottoman was, inauguratcd in the year of the Hegira 
700; but hiſtory does not ſay on what day or month of chat year; 
23 | | 1 


KY 


— 1 


2 | AETAOSPECTIVE. VIEW. 


it might be towards the latter end of it. Mr. Whiſtog endeavors 
Very mgemoauſly to prove from certain circumſtances, that he be- 
gan his reign May 19, 1901. It would certainly afford ' ſome ſa- 
idfaRtian, if we could prove to a'day or a month from wherice to 
date the beginning of the Ottoman empire. But I queſtion he- 
ther this would be enough to prove the exact time of the looſing - 
' theſe four angels, or meſſengers of deſtruttion. In Ottoman, it is 
evident that all theſe ſultanies were united; but perhaps their 
looſing is to be reckoned from ſome great and ſucceſsful expedi- 
tion undertaken ſome time after he had mounted the throne. 1 
think it is clear that it was ſoon after the commencement: of his 
xeign; and if we are not able to prove the exact day n 
A not in validate the concluſion which we mean Wee . 
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[ [7 . to e . by Mr. Whiſton, ſoon 
after Ottoman was ſeated on the Turkiſh throne, the Turks made 
| an irruption into Europe, even as far as the Danube, anda fecond 
| +  ſoonafter. This ſecond is aſcribed to 1302. But let us hear Mr. 
| Gibbon, Hf. of the Riſe and Fall of the Rom. Emp, vol, xi. p. 
443) who cannot be ſuſpefted of wiſhing to ſerve the cauſe of 
Chriſtianity. He laments, with all other writers on theſe ſubjects, 
the obſcurity of the Tutkiſh annals. Ie dates the firſt breach 
_ which Ottoman made upon the Greek empire July 27, 1299, but 
ſays it was after the Seljukian dynaſty was no more. As authors 
are pretty well agreed as to the uncertainty: of the Turkiſh dates, 
and as it is pretty clear that Aladin did not die till 1402, perhaps 
this date is not quite correct. However this may be, he fays; 
+ The Seljukian dynaſty was no more; and the diſtance and de- 
cline of the Mogul khans foon enfranchiſed him (Ottoman) from 
the control of a ſuperior. He was ſituate on the verge: of the 
Greek empire; the Koran ſanctified his gazi, or holy war, againſt 
the. infidels.; and their political errors unlocked the paſſes of 
mount Olympus, and invited him to defcend into the plains of Bi-: 
| ' _ thynia, Till the reign of Palcologus, theſe paſſes had been vigi- 
|  tlantly guardcd by the militia of the country; who were repaid by 
| their own ſafety, and by an exemption from taxes. The emperor 
aboliſhed their privilege, and aſſumed their office; but though 
the tribute was rigorouſly collected, the cuſtody of the paſſes Was 
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ling erod a peaſants, without ſpirit or diſeipline. It was on 
the 27th of July, in 1299 of the Chriſtian era, that Othman furſt 
invaded the territory of Nicomedia; and the ſingular accuracy of 
the date ſeems to diſcloſe ſome foreſight of the rapid and deftruc- 
tive growth of the monſter.” In page 431 he informs us, that 
till now © all the emirs who had occupied the · cities or the moun- 
tains, confeſſed the ſupremacy of the khan of Perſia, who often- 
times interpoſed his authority, and ſometimes his arms, to- check 
their depredations, and to preſerve the peace and balance of his 
Turkiſh frontier. The death of Cazan removed this ſalutary con- 
trol; and the decline of the Moguls | gave a free ſeope to che riſe 
and progreſs of the: Ottoman empire.“ This event he dates May 
31, 1304 This looks very much like the looſing of Which the 
prophecy ſpeaks,” Between this and the year 1312 he dates the 
conqqueſt of the maritime country from the Propontis to the Me-. 
ander, and the iſle of Rhodes, ſo long threatened, and ſo often 


pillaged; and that now (p. 437) © the captivity or ruin of the _ 
ſeven churches of Aſia was confummated, and the barbarous rde 


of Tonia and Lydia ſtill trample on the monuments of claſſie ad 
Chriſtian antiquity.” And but a few years after this, ſo humbled 
were the proud Chriſtians of Conſtantinople; the trembling capi- 

tal of the emperors in the eaſt, that crowds of naked Chriſtians, 

of both ſexes, and of every age, of prieſts and monks, of matrons 
and virgins, were expoſed to ſale in their public markets; and all 
they cbuld do was to deplore the fate of their brethren, who” 
were led away to the worſt evils of temporal and ſpiritual bond- 

age. In 1357 or 1358 they entered the European ſeas with a very 
numerous fleet of ſhips, and never ceaſed their conqueſts, nor re- 
ceived any effettual check, till the latter end of the laſt century. . 
Id 1463 they took and ſacked Conſtantinople, entirely conquered” 
the eaſtern empire, and made that ns city the TY of. their. 


vaſt dominions. 


2 «#8 . 


But for how ws 2 period was their mph to continue 3 
Ver. 15. © And the four angels were looſed which were prepared | 
for an hour, and a day, and a month, and a year, for to ſlay tha 
third part of men.” According to Mr. Brightman, Dr. Lloyd, 
1 kg Worceſter, Dr. Creſſner, Mr. Whiſton, and others, 
__ 
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| 996 years,” and ſome odd days, are here ED "Sy reckon, 
with a * weilen, thus 


An hour „F. oY 
A day VVV 
Ak tn too c 
e ci Acer of 35 | -/ . 


4 
4 
, 
1 
2 
Gu 
2 
— 


OT R 
©# © p 


. 1 4 
** K ? 


* admits of a doubt . the Jewiſh year of 18 days. 
ſhould be counted, or the Juhan year as above; but as it does not 
affect the hypotheſis I mean to eſtabliſh, I ſhall not detain, the, 
reader to examine it, Mr, Whiſton argues that it is probable. that 
Ottoman began his reign May 39, 1301, and reckoning from thence 
to. September 1, O. S. 1697, when prince Eugene overthrew the 
Turks at Zenta, we have exactly the time required. And 
it deſerves to be remarked that ever ſince that overthrow. 

they have never been able to make any effectual head againſt 
the Chriſtians, ſo called, but inſtead of being à plague to the 
Chriſtian nations, in the prophetic ſenſe of the term, theſe nations 
have been a plague to them, and their power has been conſtantly , 
leſſening; for though they have made war ſeveral times, it has 
been uniformly to their loſs, at leaſt with reſpe& to the old veſt⸗ 
ern empire, or the Latin church; for immediately after this Pro- 
vidence raiſed up Peter of Ruſſia, who, by what he effected among 
the people of his vaſt empire, prepared a ſcourge for thoſe who, 
for four centuries, had been ſo cruel a ſcourge to mankind... This 
is the meſſenger who was to bring tidings from the north to trou- : I 
ble him, Dau. xi. 44.+ and it is probable that Rey will be 2 
principal i inſtrument of his deſtruction. „ 


> pM "WR the attention of the learned inquirer, whether by his planting 
the tabernacle of his palace between the ſeas, in the glorious holy mountain, be 
not ſignified his "making Conſtantinople, which is fituated on the ſhores of the : 
Boſphor us, between the Black Sea and the Mediterranean, the capital of his N 
empire; for as Jeruſalem might be called the glorious holy mountain becauſe the 
capital of the Jewiſh church, though that church was become very corrupt, and the 
city poliuted with every crime, ſo might this city, which was the capital of the 
Greek Chriftian church, and efteemed by them the holy metropolitan city, though 
polluted with ſimilar abominations, be ſpoken of in he ſame ſtyle, | 
| | X | What 
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What fone able writers have Talon this dies deſerves atten 
| Hon, as it ſerves very much to strengthen the argument, which 
goes to prove, that the hour, and day, and month, and year, for 
which this woe was prepared, terminated about the end of the 
laſt century. The firſt whom 1 ſhall mention i is Mr. Brightman, 
who wrote in the beginning of the laſt century. e ſays (in his 
Expoſition of the book oj Revelation, p- 324, edition of 1644. ) «A 
year, here put imply, is underſtood to be a vulgar and uſual Ju- 
lian year, that conſiſts of 365 days and ſome hours, all which time 
being numbered From the year 1300, ſhall expire at laſt about the 
year 1696, which is the laſt term of the Turkiſh name, as other 
ſcriptures do alſo prove with marvellous conſent.” Dr. Creſner, 
and Dr. Lleyd, biſhops of Worceſter, foretold v very nearly 
peace of Carlow itz from this paſſage. See What Biſhop Burnet, 
in his Ht iftory of, his Own Timet, ſays of the fatter. (vol. iv. 15.49 
of 12mo. edit. a Dr. Lloyd, the preſent” learned Biſhop « f 
Worceſter, Who has now for above twenty years been ftudying 
the Revelation with amazing diligence and exattneſs, had long 
before this year ſaid, the peace between, the "Turks and the pi Papal 
Chriſtians Was certainly to Be made in the y year 1698, Which 3 2 
made out thus; the four angels, mentjoned 11 in the fourteenth 
chapter 'of Revelation, that were bound i in the river Euf phrate: 
which he expounds to 'be the . captains of the Turkim res E 
till then were ſubjett to the ſultan of Babylon, wert to be Letz 
or freed from that yoke, and to ſet up for themſelves; and theſe 
were prepared to ſlay the third part of men, for an hour, a day, a 
month, and a year. He reckons the year in St, John is the Ju- 
lian year of 365 days, that is, in the prophetic ſtile, each day a 
year; @ month is thirty of theſe days, and a day makes one, which 
added to the former number makes 396. Now he proves from 8 
that Ottoman came and began his conqueſts at Prouſſe, in the year 
| 1302, to which the former number, in which they were to ſlay the 
third part of men, being added, it muſt end in the year 1698; and 
though the hiſtorians do not mark the hours, or twelfth part of 
the day or year, which i is a month, that is, the beginning of the do- 
ſtruction the Turks were to make, yet he is confident if that is 
ever known, that the prophecy will be found, even in that, to be 
punctually accompliſhed, After this he thinks their time of hurt- 
ing the Pope! Chriſtians is at an end. * 88 indeed ſtill do miſ- 
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; chief to the Muſcovites, or perſecute their own Chriſtian daes 


but they Tan, do no. hurt to the Papilins.” ge 


When 1 conſider the facts Which give us to * = that | 
' the four angels, or miniſters of deſtruction, which were bound in 
the river Euphrates, were looſed, when the four ſultw.ies above 
enumerated were united under Ottoman, and freed, not only from 
the reſtraints laid on them by the cruſaders, but from the control 
of the Khans of Perſia; when I recolle& that all this took place | 
about the latter end of the thirteenth century and the beginning | 


; of the fourteenth, and that between the. years 2299 and 1304, the 


Seljuk ian race being extinct, and the control of the khans of Per- 
ia being no more, Ottoman founded the preſent Turkiſh empire, 
broke i in upon the territories of the eaſtern Ceſars, and laid waſte 
the apoſtate Chriſtian churches ; when, moreover, I conſider that 
" fince the peace of Carlo witz in 1699, though there have ſince 
been wars between the Turks and the papal powers, yet, that the 
latter have generally been the aggreſſors, and that the Turks have 
. always come off loſers, ſo that their power is ſo much broken 
that their empire totters to its very baſe, I conclude that the hour, 
and day, and month, and year, in which they were to prevail, ter- 
minated about the end of the laſt century, probably on Sept. 1, 
0, S. 1697, when they experienced chat fatal overthrow a at Zena 
in Hungary, from the array under prince Eugene. 


— 


Bur does the vWelence of the ſecond woe terminate as we wage 
endeavored to prove; and is it becauſe the men, againſt whom it 
was diretted, are brought to repentance? No. Ver. 20. And 
the reſt of the men (the members of the papal church) which 
were not killed by theſe plagues, yet repented not of the works 
of their hands, that they ſhould not worſhip devils, and idols of 
gold, and filver, and braſs, and ſtone, and of wood, which neither 
can ſee, nor hear, nor walk, neither repented they of their mur- 
ders, nor of their ſorceries, nor of their fornications, nor of their 
thefts.” This is the exact ſtate of the antichriſtian nations; 
they are ſtill impenitent, they ſtill maintain idolatrous worſhip, 
and ſyſtems of cheating and fraud, wp and Wan . 


tion as war. * ROPE ION der omg oe 3 5 
Mae xhert give up all vob of better 1 Will nothing 
bring the church to a purer ſtate, and the nations to repentance for 
their corruptions and murdeis? Alas! the man of ſin will never 
repent; antichriſtian prieſts and tyrants will never ceaſe their cor- 
ruptions and oppreſſions, robberies and murders, till they, and | 
their abominable ſyſtems, are utterly deſtroyed by the avenging 
jadgments of God. But we are not to deſpair. Here, in the 
tenth chapter, an angel deſcends from heaven to brighten the 
gloomy ſcene, and to cheer 6ur drooping hopes, by announeing 
that the ſeventh trumpet ſhall ſoon be ſounded, and the myſtery of 
God he finiſhed, as FW hath 3 to His N 9 2 . 
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under the fourth monarchy of the world, (Dan. +3 9, 6088 | 


g3 sens or THE LATTER DAYS. 


The gleam-of conſolation which breaks upon us in this chapter 
is very ſeaſonable and reviving; the great and laſting troubles, 
P the former chapters, and” which occupy a ſpace of 


1400 years, are enough to try the faith and paticnce of the beſt. 


To hear of nothing but of hail and fire, of burning mountains 
and ſeas of blood, of darkening of the ſyn, moon, and, ſtars, of 
horrid monſters which vomit fire, and deſtroy innumerable myrizds 
of men: to hear of nothing but woe after woe, without inter- | 
miſhon or proſpect of end, terrifies the boldeſt ſpirits, and op- 
preſſes the ſtrongeſt faith. The woes of the two laſt trumpets | 
had now afflicted the nations for near a thouſand years; and the 
enormities of antichriſt had prevailed for a longer period. To re- 
vive the ſpirits, and to animate the hopes of God's s ſervants, an 
angel appears at the end of the fixth trumpet, or the ſecond. woe, 
to aſſure them that the time of corruption, perſecution, and cala. 
mity, ſhall not continue much longer, but that the ſeventh and 
laſt trumpet ſhall ſpon be ſounded, and tha? woe come upon antichriſ- 
tian oppreſſors which ſhall finiſh. the myſtery. of God, and intro- 
duce among men his glorious kingdom of righteouſneſs, peace, and 


happineſs. Seeing then that there arc the mo ſt cogent. e for | N 


concluding. chat the woe of the ſixth trumpet terminated, about the 
year, 1699, near a hundred years ago, and that many good and emi- 
nent men have been daily expecting, ſince that time, the judgments 
of, the ſeventh, trumpet, which are to bring the triumphs of po- 


pery, idolatry, oppreſſion, and wickedneſs, to an end, and iptro- 
duce the kingdom of Chriſt, it becomes us to attend to the gn. 


5 of tie tines, and ſee whether. the ſig· tree is not ſhooting forth and | 


announcing the approach. of. ſummer, May the Spirit of God di- 
rect and illumine our. minds, that we may undpcſiage, his ee 
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: FO, ta clothed with a cloud, and a rainbow was upon his head, 


and his face was as it were, the. ſun, and his feet as, pillars of . 


and he had in his handꝭ a little book apen. This little open book 


appears to be a codicil to that hock of which we read in chap. v. 


containing ſome additional explanatory matter, The book: with 
ſeven ſcals contains a general repreſentation of the ſtate of thi 
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the, Roman, empire, aud the kingdoms and ates, into which. it 


has been divided, from the firſt preaching of the goſpel to the end _ 


of time, and does. not take particular notice of the events which 
more peculiarly concern the church of Chriſt. _ This little book 
includes ſeveral -diſtin& viſions which repreſent more immediately 

. the ſtate of the church, and which are related in the eleventh, 
twelſch, and thirteenth chapters, and in part of the fourtegathy if 


not.the whole of bo 


The obſerving of this is of the greateſt conſequence. to * 
right rann of this intereſting and inſtructive book. 


| Ver. 2 And he ſet his right foot upon the ſea, and his left 
foot on the earth, and cried with a loud voice, as when a lion 
roareth, and when he had cried, ſeven thunders uttered their 
voices. And when the ſeven thunders had uttered their voices, 
I was about to write; and I heard a voice from heaven ſaying unto 
me, ſeal up thoſe things Which the ſeven thunders uttered, and 
write them not. And the angel which I ſaw ſtand upon the ſea 
and upon the earth lifted up his hand to heaven, and ſware by 
Him that liveth for ever and ever that there ſhould be time no 
longer * (s 9 Rovos oux Sc. kri) that is, as Dr. Doddxidge has 
well expreſſed it, © the times of the judgments, to be ſignified by 
che pouring out of the ſeven vials, ſhould not be much longer de- 
| layed.” And thus alſo do Brightman and others explain it, as 
meaning that delay ſhould be no longer, but that the ſeventh trum- 
pet ſhould now ſpecdily ſound, and the judgments of God. bring 
Babylon the Great to a rapid end. And then (ver. 7.) the myſtery. 
| of God ſhall be finiſhed, as he hath declared to his ſervants. the, 
prophets, Then the providence of God, in permitting the king- 
dom of his Son to be fo long and ſo ſucceſsfully oppoſed ; in per- 
mitting his church to be ſo grievoully harraſſed by its enemies, and 
in ſuffering oppaſers ſo long to triumph, which has been eſteemed 
among the chiefeſt myſteries of the Divine conduct, ſhall be il- 


luſtrated, and all nations ſhall ſce, in the deciſive wor upon Babe | . 


lon, thoſe diſplays of wiſdom and righteouſneſs . which ſhall 
vindicate the Divine gov en from al, the enen inf 
: delity. a | ; S441; | 5 ht! 
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: Of this great event almoſt all the prophets Have ſpoken? lar” 
n agree that the calamities will be the moſt tremendous that the 
nations have ever experienced ; but the "fue. as it concerns the 

| liberty and happineſs of mankind in general, as well as the f-licity 
of the church of Chriſt in particular, the moſt glorious, A glory 
this very different from that which worldly wiſdom and carnal 
pride, for ſo many centuries, have been aiming at. All the go- 
vernments of the world will be framed on principles of impartial 
znd general juſtice. Pure end undefiled religion will revive. 

« Glory to God in the higheſt, and on the earth peace, good-will 
toward men,” ill again be ſung; and both the ſcattered Jews and 
the fulneſs of the Gentiles, will be brought in to ſwell the chorus, 
aid to grace the triumphs of the Son of God. Long have the 
eyes of believers been looking to the promiſes, and obſerving the 
figns of the times, expeRting the arrival of en promiſed days. 
But hitherto the time has been 1 1 | 


Here, after the bach trumpet, or the ſecond woe, is paſt, and the 
reſt of the men, who were not killed, repented not, and after the 
ſeven thunders had uttered: their voices, the angel ſwears by Him 
who liveth for ever and ever, that 1 ſhall be no longer, but 


the A angel aft ſound. * 


In the next "FEY which contains explanatory viſions, we are 
informed that the ſeventh angel does not found his trumpet, to 
bring the decifive woe, till after the witneſſes are riſen from the 
dead, in ſome one of the antichriſtian kingdoms, nor till that king- 
dom, or tenth part of the antichriſtian city, is ſo ſhaken by an 
earthquake that it falls. Here it is neceſſary to recollect what 
has been advanced in the firſt part of The Signs of the Times, It 
is there endeavored to be proved, that by the ſecond beaft, which 
came up out of the earth, (Rev. xiii. 11—18.) the French tyran- 
ny, as perfected by Lewis XIV. and ſupported by his ſucceſſors, ̃ 

Viras intended; that it was he who, by the repeal of the edit of 
Nants, and the overthrow of all the remains of civil liberty in 
France, flew the witneſſes for religious truth and civil liberty; that 
it was he Who cauſed an image to be made to the firſt! beaſt (tlie 
papacy) by the eſtabliſhment of a ſpiritual tyranny ſimilar ta that 
1. Rome, and which, comrary to the ſtate of * in any other 

| er 
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country where the Pope- 8 ſupremacy i in ſpirituals has been c- 
knowledged, was at onde independent of the Pope's authority, and 
vet in ſupport of his pretenſions and corruptions, I have alſo en- 
d -avoured to prove, that it was here the witneſſes laid politically 
dead for three lunar days and a half, or 105 years; that the revo- 
lution i in France in 1789 was the reſurrection of the witneſſes to 
civil life, and the commotions which have followed, the prophetic 
earthquake here predicted; and that the fall of che ter. th part of 
the city is accompliſhed in the overthrow of the monarchy or ty- 


ranny of France, Immediately after this the ſeventh angel ſounds, . 


and uſhers in the third woe, which i is to be che means of haſtening 
the kingdom of God. The nations are angry, (compare chap. xi. 
18, with xix. 19. ) and gather themſelves together t to oppoſe the de- 
ſigus of 9 his wrath falls upon them, and they are deſtroyed. 
This eleventh chapter, we mult remember, is a miniature picture 
of the hiſtory of the Chriſtian church, from its firſt beginnings to 
the end of time, and belongs to the little book which treats of the 
affairs of the church eſpecially. When, che viſions of the book 
with ſeyen ſeals are reſumed, (which book refers to the more mix- 
ed and general concerns of the kingdoms), as as in the fifteenth and 
following chapters, theſe events of the ſeventh trumpet, or third 
woe, are exhibited on a larger ſcale, and Ford. with a more cir- 
cumſtantial detail. | 


Now let us ee the tenth chapter with the cleventh.. In 
the tenth chapter we are inſormed that it was not till after the 
ſeven, thunders had uttered their voices-that the angel lifted up 
his hand to heaven, and fware by Him that liveth for ever, that 
delay ſhould be no Jonger, but that the myſtery of God ſhould te 


| fnithed by the ſounding of the ſeventh angel. Theſe ſeven thun- 


ders, I think, evidently occupy the ipace between the ending of 
the tixth trumpet and the commencement of the ſeventh, But, 
What are theſe thunders? John was forbidden to write what they 
utiered; and hence moſt commentators have paſt over this part 
of the prophecy without even conjecturing what might be intend- 
cd, ſuppoſing that it would be preſumptuous to do ſo, But this 
has noi been the caſe with all. Some have conjettured that though 
What they uttered was not to be written at that time, yet they ate 
explained in the after viſions. Brightman ſuppoſed them to he 
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explained in e fourteenth chapter : Whiſton imagines that they 


belong to the laſt vial, chap, Xvi. But all this ſcems very unna- 


tural. There are others who fuppoſe that though it was not pro- 
per to write down what they uttered at that time, yet that, after 
their accompliſhiment, they will be undet ſtood, and ſuppole them 
to be feven Warflings which are to precede either the feventh 
trumpet or the laſt vial. It appears to me that as John was for- 
bidden to write down what theſe thunders uttered in viſion,” it 
would be as preſumptuous as it would be uſeleſs, to inquire' whit 
it was till the viſion is realized, and the intent of theſe thunders 
is aſcertained. For as it is likely that it was forbidden to be writ- 
ten leſt the prophecy ſhould be made too plain'befbte'the time that 
God would have it underſtood, fo to Nip an Explanation till 
events have made the archetypes of the 'thunders quite clear, 
would be running before God, But it does not hence follow that 
this is always to be the caſe; for when the things' figntfiel are ac- 
cdmplithed, they may tibet us, in language as plain as events 
cam {peak, of What We Were not to know before. But, to fay no- 
thing of what theſe "tHundets might utter, we tlay obſerve, that as 
we are not forbidden to inquire what the general meaning of 
theſe thunders themſelves might be, and as it is pfobaBle that they 
were intended to be ſome time underſtocd, to the arid that they 
might ſerve as a guide to direct the inquirer into the ſigns of the 
— and as otherwiſe the mention of them would be uſeleſs, it 
is therefore very proper to examine, with modeſty, Whether this 
part of ſacred writ may not aſſiſt us in forming a judgment bf the 
times in which we live, that thus we math be excited ro Rs | 


warchfulvels, and be REFS 1 2 


Our firſt enquiry RAY be, what is Tis meaning Te thier; in 
the myſtical and figurative language of prophecy? As in the na- 
tural world the things of creation are compriſed in the heavens 
and the earth, and the heavens are conſidered as the nobler parts | 


of the creation, ſo in the world politic, in prophetic language, 


the heavens mean thrones and governments; the ſun, moon, ad 
ſtars, emperors, kings, princes, and great men, as well as empires, 
Kingdoms, and ftates; the carth ſignifies the great mals of the 
common people; clouds mean multitudes; wind, hail, ſtorm, and 
thunder, as well as earthquakes, fignify wars and commotions 
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| among multitudes and nations. Thus in Iſa. xxviii.2. when God, | 
by his prophet, threatens to puniſh by war, the language is, The 


Lord hath a mighty and ſtrong one, which, as a tempeſt of hail, 

and a deſtroying ſtorm, 28 a flood of mighty waters overflowing, 
ſhall caſt down to the earth.” And again, chap. xxix; 6. Thou 
ſhalt be viſited of the Lord of hoſts with thunder, and with earth- 
quake, and great noiſe, with ſtorm and tempeſt, and a flame of de- 


vouring fire.“ The next verſe explains what this thunder and 


ſtorm is: And the multitude of all the nations that fight againſt 


Ariel ſhall be as a dream.“ Sir I. Newton, On the Language of | 


Prophecy, p. 18, ſays, ,* Tempeſtuons winds, or the motion of 


clouds, are put for wars; thunder, or the voice of a eloud, for the 


voice of a multitude ; a ſtorm of thunder, lightning, and hail, and 
overflowing rain, for a tempeſt of war deſcending from the hea- 
vens and clouds politic.“ Dr. Warburton, in his Divine Legation, 
book iv. ſect. 4. ſays, © The old Afiatic ſtyle, ſo highly figurative, 
| ſeems, by what we find of its remains in the prophetic language of 
the ſacred writings, to have been evidently faſhioned to the mode 


of ancient hieroglyphics both curiologic and tropical, Of the ſe- 


cond kind, which anſwers to the tropical hieroglyphic, is the call- 


ing empires, kings, and nobles, by the names of the heavenly lu- 
minaries, the ſun, moon, and ſtars; their temporary diſaſters, or 
entire overthrow, by eclipſes and extinctions; the deſtruftion of 


the nobility, by ſtars falling from the firmament; hoſtile invaſions, 
by thunder and tempeſtuous winds ; and leaders of armies, con- 
querors, and founders of empires, by lions, bears, leopards, goats, 
or high trees. In a . the prophetic 1 ſeems to be a SPEAK= 
ING HIEROGLYPHIC.' 


If we e all the paſſages in the ſacred writings where 


thunder is mentioned in the prophetic ſtyle, we ſhall find that it 


generally, if not always, ſignifies war. It is probable, then, that 
theſe ſeven thunders were intended to mark out, for the direction 
of the pious inquiier into the ſigns of the times, ſeven wars, or 

periods of war, between the fixth and ſeventh trumpet, which 
ſhould afflict this weſtern part of the world, or thoſe nations which 
had given their power to the papal beaſt, or which in any form 


had aſſumed antichriſtian power in religion, and which. wars 
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mould prepare the way for the great ſcene which was to fol- 


. * 


But here it will be proper to aſk, (for frequent e has 


convinced me that ſuch queſtions are not altogether needleſs) 
Does the reader believe that a prophecy can be fulklled by the 
events which take place in his own day, and which paſs under 


his own obſervation, as well as by thoſe of five hundred years 


| back, or of five hundred years to come? Does he think the wars 


and great events of nations which have or may take place in this 

age, and in theſe countries of Europe, as worthy to be the ſubje& 
of prophecy as what was foretold by Daniel, (chep. xi.) reſpecting 
the invaſion of Greece by Xerxes; or of the conqueſts of Alex 
ander, and the fate of his empire; or of the league which was 
formed between Ptolemy Philadelphus, king of Egypt, and An- 
tiochus Theus, king of Syria, by the marriage of Berenice, the 


daughter of the former, with the latter, and the er Orr that 


e ed that connection ? TI hope he does. 


As the ſeven andre appear evidently to occupy the W be- 
tween the ſixth and ſeventh trumpet, and as thunder in the pro- 
phetic writings is allowed to be the ſpeaking hieroglyphic of war, 


an as it is likewiſe probable that the ſixth trumpet, or ſecond 


woe, ended about the year 1697, it is worth while to inquire whe- 
ther theſe thunders have uttered their voices, that is, whether there 
have been ſeven periods of war in Europe fince that time. On 
examination, the hiſtory. of this century will inform us that, tak- + 


ing all the nations together which do or have made up the body 


of the papal beaſt, and among whom the remains of religious cor- 
ruption, uſurpation, &c. continue, (and which almoſt al. low to . 
be the object of theſe viſions, ) there have been juſt ſeven of theſe 
thunders, or periods of war, neither more nor leſs. And it is 
worthy of remark, that this is he caſe whether we take into the 
account thoſe ſtates and kingdoms only Which ſprung out of the 
ruins of the old Roman empire, or all thofe that compole the La- 


| tin church, or even the whole of Europe. We ſhall conſider 
thoſe wars in which all Europe have been engaged ſo far only as 


the nations which are or have been fubjeR to the papacy have been 


concerned in them. wh 


to fol- 
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„, Is Grſ period of war commenced in 1700, and contends. | 
E intermiſſion till 1921 incluſive; for when other powers 
terminated their deſtructions, and huſhed the roar of war in ſome 

parts of Europe, by the peace of Utrecht, in 171g, and by that of 
Raſtadt, in 1714, then, as though alarmed leſt mankind ſhould be 
too happy, the madman Charles the Twelfth of Sweden rouſed 


himſelf from his bed of affected ſickneſs at Dometica, and proſe- 
cuted his war againſt Ruſſia, Denmark, Pruſſia, Poland, Hanover, 


and Saxony, with renewed vigor. In theſe wars the following 


powers were engaged: Sweden, Ruſſia, Denmark, Poland, Eng- 


land, Holland, the Emperor, Spain, France, the btn i 


Turks, &c. This was the firſt 3 


2. The nd. Shs very nichine while it laſted, was 5 of dis. 


er duration than the former, continuing only through the three 
_ campaigns of 1733, 1734, and 17357 In this war there were en- 


gaged the Emperor, France, Spain, Sardinia, Kc. The interval 
of Peace was ſhort ; 33 


3. In e thunder began to roll; nor did it ceaſe to 


lay the faireſt parts of Europe in ruins till 2748. In the wars 
which filled up this period of deſtruftion the following powers 


were engaged: the Emperor, Ruſſians, and Turks, led the way; 


England and Spain quickly followed; France, * and Hol 


land alſo young to increaſe the mir. 


4. in 7756 1 eee api of war, which foon _ 


all Europe in a flame. Great Britain, France, Pruſſia, Saxony, 


Auſtria, Sweden, Spain, and Portugal, experienced its effeRs. 
This pEriod of war laſted till 176g, and was the fourth thun- 
f | 264% 


5. The fifth, though extremely violent where it raged, did not 


extend ſelf ſo wide. The parties engaged were the Ruſſians, 
Poles, and Turks. The French and Corlicans alſo increaſed the 


+ Ahout the year 1726 the ett of Vie a wn had like to = 
kindied a general flame throughout all Europe, but it being happily extinguiſhed 
Juſt as it was breaking out, and the expence of preparation being the chief evil, 
what happened nn us and Spain can by no means be reckoned a thunder. 

| E 2 roar, 
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roar, Poland was never ſo d. r commenced i in 1768, 
and continued five Fre | 


. "EIS. 


6. AY as uſual, was & But of ſhort continuance. The diſpute 

of Great Britain with her American. colonies, which broke out 
into an open rupture in 1775, was the occaſion of a ſixth generel 
tempeſt break ing upon the chief maritime powers of Europe. and 
which continued from 1498 to 1782, five years. The powers en- 

| . were Great FO F —Y 2788 and PR. | 
7. The ſeventh and lat 800 of war was . 1586 to 4791, 
incluſive. The parties engaged were the Ruſſians and Auftrians 
againſt the Turks; the Swedes againit the Ruſſians and Danes; 
the Belgians alſo, who revolted againft the emperor, increaſed the 
tempeſt. Denmark ſoon became neuter; and as far as the emperor 
and Swedes were concerned, peace was reſtored in 1790, but the 
Ruſſians and Turks continued: FRE . all 70 — This was 
che ſeventh chunder. f e 


* 


This laſt period of 0 ſeems, under Providence, to have been 
among the principal cauſes of the ſucceſs of the revolutioniſts in 
France; for thoſe who may be thought to have been the moſt diſ- 
poſed to aſſiſt the French court were otherwiſe employed. This 


circumſtance has not been unnoticed by tke writers of the day. 


It has been obſerved that it happened unfortunately with reſpeR 
to the ariſtocratical party in France, that Europe had ſeldom been, 
through a long courſe of years, in a ftate leſs capable of affording 
the ſuccours which were now demanded by the princes, nobles, 
and clergy of-that country, or in which the minds of the people, 

or the diſpoſitions of the ſovereigns were leſs calculated for under- 
taking any enterprize, than at preſent. The mad ambition of the 
emperor Joſeph, under the influence of the overwhelming power 
and vaſt deſigns of Ruſſia, to which he became ſo miſerable a 
dupe, beſides the ruin and ſpirit of revolt which it ſpread through 
his own dominions, had, in nofmall degree, deranged the general 
policy of Europe. And it is worthy to be obſerved that juſt when 
this prince was on the eve of making peace with the Turks, and 
which being accompliſhed, he might then have been able to turn 


his attention to the fituatiog, of his drother-in-law the king of 
5 France, 
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France, he died; (Feb. 20, 1790.) His Tacceffor; Leopold; irilines, 
diately ſet himſelf to accompliſh what death prevented Joſeph from 
executing ; but no ſooner was peace concluded with the Ottoman 
court, and his tevolting ſubjects i in Brabant brought to obedience, 
than he died alſo, {March 1 1791 ;) All theſe events counteracted 
every inclination which the court of Vienna might have to oppoſe 
the progreſs of the French revolution, and gave time for its gain- 
ing ſuch a firm eſtabliſtiment, that before Francis, the preſent em- 
peror, could be prepared for the meditated attack, the people f 
France were become too much enlightened into the enormities of 
the old ſyſtem, too much informed of their rights and nn 
and t too nn Wo be _ frightened into a retreat. e 


'S 


The courts P London and Wa were ; oeupiod in a An 
ble about an object ſcarcely bearing or deſerving a name. The 
king of Sardinia, from the ſtate of his finances, of his army, of 
his fortteſſes, was not in a condition to hazard any attempt in favor 
of the old deſpotiſm; till too late. We may add, the immenſe 
debts; contratted in the wars of the preſent century, (originating 
from the impolitic and ruinous praftice of funding, which muſt 
in the end, and perhaps very ſoon, terminate in events the moſt 
calamitous to thofe hb have had reſort to ſuch unwiſe meaſures) ; 
theſe debts; I ſay, and the conſequent derangement of the finances 
of all the powers in Europe, proved highly favorable to the cauſe 
of the French reformers; and however great the fears of ſome 
might be, reſpecting the influence of this example, or however 
much inclined to liſten to the ſupplications of humbled defpotiſm, 
br to ſupport the cauſe of the mortified nobility and clergy, whoſe 
cries fo? vengeance filled every court and every country, yet they 
were ſo fhack led. by circumſtances as not to be en to Ces them 
ene a ppl : 


Thus havetthe wats of this century been preparing the way for 
the accompliſhment of God's defigns in the overthrow of the 
tenth part of the antichriſtian city, and the deſtruction of the 
power of thoſe privileged orders of men, ho had been its chief 
ſupporters, which appears to be the ſlaying of the ſeven thouſand 
names of men predicted Rev. xi. 13. and which events were o 
be che prelude to the ſeventh oh 2 is to bring thoſe 
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28 


4 


hone Got God, by his hen the 8 Sor 3 | 
in various. known and allowed caſes, (as may be ſeen by comparin g 


the writings of the prophets with hiſtory) to reveal his purpoſes 


concerning the fate of nations, and that for the confirmation of 
his word, and the edification of mankind, it certainly becomes us 
to examine whether there be any tokens or ſigns, by which we 
may know the preſent times, leſt the judgments of God come upon 

when we are not aware, and find. us, inſtead of waiting for 
him, as his faithful ſervants, in arms againſt his providence, and in 
league for the ſupport of his enemies, and the enemies of his 


re 


. never v were. 1 vr more eren events, bnce the | 
world began, than thoſe to which we are witneſſes ;—events ap- 
parently big with the moſt awful conſequences. Though what, 
we have advanced reſpeing the termination of the power of the 


Turks i in, or about the year 1697; and the accompliſhment of the 


ſeven thunders, by the ſeven periods of war which have been ſince 
that time, may not, by itſelf, prove that the time is arrived for the 
ſounding. of the ſeventh, trumpet, and for the commencement of 
that woe which i is to bring antichriſtian idolatry, corruption, and 
oppreſſion to an end, yet, in conjunction with +other prophecies 
and events, 1t 1s poſſible that it may form, a ſtrong probability —a 

PL obability as near to a demonſtration as can be expeſted on ſuch a 
ſubject, and in the preſent ſtage of the buſineſs. Compare atten- 
uvely. In that whole-piece picture (if I may fo call it) contained 


in chapter the eleventh, we are informed that after the two, witneſ- 
tes, ar two deſcriptions of witneſſes, had lain politically dead in 


one of the ſtreets of the antichriſtian city, the myſtical Babylon, 
for three prophetic days and a half, the ſpirit of life from God 
entered into them, and they ſtood upon their feet, and. great fear 
fell upon them who ſaw them, This is a Jewiſh manner of de- 
{cribing the great political changes of nations from bondage te 
liberty, as may be ſeen by comparing this place with Iſa. xxv. 6— 


12, xxvi. 18, 19, . Ezek. xxxvii. 1—14 What the prophets 


in the paſſages referred to have deſcribed as the reſurreftion of 


8 
v 
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the 5 from the dead, is allowed, on all hands, to be their riſing 
tocivil and political exiſtence, when they ſhall be reſtored from their 
diſperſions and bondage to their-owtr land and to liberty; andthe 
ſpirit which is promiſed, Ezek. xxxvii. 14. to be put in them that 
they may live, is not that which is promiſed Jer. xxxi. 39. and 
Ezck. xi. 19. but the ſpirit of political and civil life, preparatory 
to that greater bleſſing of the renovating Spirit of God. Upon 
the riſing of theſe witneſſes from their ſtate of death, they heard a 
great voice from heaven, (ver. 12.) that is, from the ſupreme pow- 
er, ſaying unto them, Come up hither,” aſſume the privileges 
and rights of freemen. And the ſame hour there was a great 
earthquake; (ver. 1g.) or, in plain language, without prophetic 
figure, a great national convulſion, from the ſtruggles which the 
ſupporters of corruption and tyranny made againſt the vindicators' 
of the civil and religious rights of mankind. * And the tenth' 
part of the city fell. This for ages paſt has been ſuppoſed to re- 
fer to France, the tenth part of the antichriſtian city, and events' 
ſeem to verify the conjecture. This doubtleſs appears to point out 
one of the ten papal ſtates or monarchies which had been the great 
ſupporter of the perſecutions and oppreſhons of the whore of Ba- 
bylon, and which was to fall ſome little time before the ſounding 
of the ſeventh trumpet for the great and deſolating woe; and no 
one of them has verry all 1 ſo * in her cauſe as 


1 


France. 


K Aud in the e not at | the moment of the falling: 
of the tenth part of the city, but in the earthquake which termi- 
nated in that event, © were ſlain of men ſeven thouſand ;** or, of 
the names of men, as it ſhould be read. This has alſo, for near two 
centuries back, been ſuppoſed to be a prediction of the abolition 
of titles in France, and of the perithing of thoſe privileged orders 
of men who have been the principal ſupporters of deſpotiſm, and 
the chief actors in the pe. ſecutions which have raged againſt God's 

ſervants, as may be ſeen more at ie in the Firſt Part of The 

Signs * fs Temes. | 


Immediately e fall of this tenth. part of hs city, the third F 
woe commenices. Ver. 14. The ſecond woe is paſt, and behold 


the third wore cometh quickly. And the ſeventh angel ſounded, 
£ | and 
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and there were great voices in heaven, ſaying, The WIE of. 
this world are become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his 
Chriſt ; and he ſhall reign for ever and ever.” That is, thoſe judg- 


ments now commence which are ſpeedily to effect this happy 
change; but Babylon the Great is to fall firſt, and this is to be ac- 


compliſhed by terrible things in righteouſneſs. The nations are to 


be angry, (ver. 18.) and oppoſe. the deſigns. of God; the conſe- 
quence of which will be, he will gather them together, (chap. xvi. 


16. xix, 1721. )and pour upon them his wrath, and thus deſtroy. 
thoſe {whether ſecular or eccleſiaſtical) who deſtroy the earth. 


Let us now return to the ſeven thunders, and ſce whether our 
interpretation of them agree with what is here predicted reſpett- 
ing the tenth part of the antichriſtian city, and the events which 
have taken place. The laſt thunder, or period of War, as we have 
ſeen, began in 1788, juſt before the earthquake in France com- 
menced, and continued till 1791, or, if we exclude Ruſſia and 
Turkey, 1790. It entered far into the period of the earthquake, 
and was a means, under Providence, of forwarding the conſe- 
quences of that convulſion. In this part of the earthquake the 
names of men were ſlain, that is, the titles and diſtinctions, not 
only of the eccleſiaſtics, but of the ſecular nobility were aboliſhed... 
The titles of theſe latter were aboliſhed June 9, 1790. Their, | 
cries for vengeance excited the ſympathy and pity of the ſur- 
rounding courts, but they were at preſent in no condition to help 


them. 


The der e Aug. 23, 1791, ſeveral potentates and 
1 entered into a treaty at Pilnitz, and agreed to prepare for 
the invaſion of France, and to unite their forces to reſtore the an- 
cient deſpotiſm, and with it the invaded ri ights of the nobility and 
prieſthood. —The affairs of France advance faſt towards a Crifis,— 
The angel ſwears by Him who liveth for ever and ever, that delay, 
ſhall be no longer. — Aug. 10, 1792, the Monarchy falls. The. 


ſeventh angel founds—The nations are angry, and God s Wrath is 


come. 


Thus, there hitherto appears to have been the moſt exact con- 
formity between the repreſentations to John, and the events which 
| | E | „„ 
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#e have been conſidering, eſpecially"; as to the riſing and ſinking 
of the Turkiſh power, and the periods of war which have afflifte@ 


church, or theſe” weſtern" parts of the World, ſince the 


termination of the violence of the ſecond woe, and preparatory to | 


| the third ; as well as to the revolution in France and the commo- 
tions of nations which have followed the fall of the papacy and 


monarchy in that country. A correſpondence this which is cal- 


_ culated to excite the moſt ſerious alarm on account of our p 

ſituation, and of what we have to expeft. But it is happy to re- 
flect that this is not all; it is calculated alſo to cheer the hopes of 
all thoſe who are waiting for the fulfilment of the promiſes of 


God, for the morning cometh as well as the night, and at eveneng 


time it Mall be light. (Zech. xiv. J.) But, would we eſcape the 
evil, and participate only in the l ? The likelieſt means to 
inſure this, i is, without delay, to withdraw from this unhappy and 
inauſpitions _—_ and apply ourſelves to a Univerial reforma- 


tion. 1 


1 


9 pi” 


1 Z 


3 
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| THERE are alſo other ſigns of the times which very pointedly' | 
indicate what we have to expect, hut which we ſhall only briefly 


touch upon. From comparing what Ezekiel ſays, (chap. xxvi. 

xxvii. and xxviii.) concerning the fall of Tyrus, and the conſe- 
quent calamities, from the failure of commerce, with what is faid 
 reſpefting the fall of Babylon the Great, Rev. xviii. ſerious con- 
cluſfions might be deduced. As there might alſo, not only from 


that general indifference which' prevails as to every thing 1 which 


concerns religion, but from comparing Rev. xvi. 2, 13. with ex- 
iſting events. The union of Proteſtants and Papiſts, (though it 
n ve 88 that * do not in general mean this,) for the 
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4 SIGNS, OF THE, LATTER, DAYS. 
ſupport of that which heretofore they thought it their firſt dug 


to oppoſe, and for the overthrow of which they pray in all their 


<hurches, is a ſingular phaznomenon,—Yes, charity obliges us to 


hope that the majority of Proteſtants would revolt at the idea of 
leaguing themſelves with papal tyrants for the direct purpoſe of 
ſupporting Popery. I believe that this is not the idea of the peo- 
ple in this country, and I hope that none of our treaties will ever. 
bind us to fight through thick and thin for the perpetual ſafety of 
all the ſtates of Italy. For as the day (if God's word be true) will 


, eertainly come, and, it is likely, very ſoon, when God's wrath will 


be poured out upon that ſcat of ſpiritual tyranny, this would involve 
us in an awful ſitua: ion indeed, to the moſt diſtant hazard of which 
no wiſe Proteſtants would [expoſe their king and country. They 
who would do this, let them abuſe the French infidels as much as 
they will, are deeper in infidelity than they. No; the people of 
this country, in general, think nothing about Popery, or of the po- 
licy of ſupporting it. This is not eſteemed even a ſecondary end 
of the war by them. But, it is too evident that the violent advocates 


for religious hierarchies, tithes, &c. among Proteſtants, although 


they might approve of ſome reformation in the Gallican church, 


and would not have found themſelves inclined to oppoſe any alter- 
ation which might have brought it to a nearer conformity to their 


own ſeveral ſyſtems, yet; When the French reformers aboliſhed 
tithes, and reſtored to the people their ancient and natural right of 
chooſing their own paſtors, and eſpecially when they aboliſhed all 
religious eſtabliſhments in that extenſive country, and placed the 
different ſocts upon an equal footing, and made all the miniſters | 
of religion dependent upon their ſeveral flocks for. ſupport, who 
might reward them in proportion to their own ability, or accord- 
ing to the opinion entertained of their deſerts; this reduction of 
things to the original ſtate in which Chriſt and his apoſtles left 
them, was beyond bearance, and they had rather that all the ab- 
farditics and oppreſſions of the old papal eſtabliſhment ſhould be 


reſtored, than ſuch a dangerous example be ſet up in the heart of 


Europe, This appears evidently to be the ſentiment of thoſe who 
wail and how! ſo dreadfully about the contempt into which their 

dear brethren in Chriſt” (the Popiſh clergy, who can no longer 
thew their mitred fronts in nn, have fallen, and for the 


over- 
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Wen 1 read or hear the ravings of Mr. BAR. and of ſuch 
like orators, who are liſtened to with admiration and wonder, 
while they ſo feelingly Seen the merits of the papal prieſthood, 
the ſanRity of all religious eſtabliſhments, and the enormous im- 
piety of touching this ark of God when 1 hear right reverend 


prelates, of a Proteſtant chufch, drawing che moſt invidious com- 


pariſons between the pricfts of the bloody whore of Babylon and 
the diſſenting miniſters of this country, (than whom, with the whole 
body of Proteſtant diſfenters, there are none whoare more ſincere In 
their loyalty to the king, in their attachment to the conſtitution or 
more uniform in heir obedience to the las but enemies to corrup 

Ncivil and religious liberty) ben I hear them, 
before the moſt auguſtaſſemblies breathing out nothingbat brotherly 
love to the former, and nothing but wrath and bitterneſs 4 


the latter, and all becauſe theſe differ from them in opinion about 


tithes and religious eſtabliſhments ;—while I hear them exertitly 
all their eloquence, not only to implore our protection and pity 
for the exiled prieſts of France as fellow-creatures, (for that would 
de praiſe-worthy, for, if thine enemy hunger, feed him J but us our 
brethren, members of Chriſt, and heirs of the promi ſes; «* mort near 
and dear to us by far than ſome who, affecting to be called out Pro- 
teſtant brethren, have no other title to be called Proteſtant than a 
Jew g or a Pagan, who, not being a Chriſtian, i is for that LESS. only, 
not a Papiſt; „while I hear them ſoftening our renunciation | of 
the antichriſtian church of Rome, into an eftrangement, and her 
idolatry and blaſphemous dogmas into « whit we deem their erroth. 
and corruptions ;—whillt 1 hear them wail over the fallen altarz 
and violated riches of papal idolatry and ſuperſtition, without o 

God, in the contemplation of 
thoſe righteous and awful Jaden by wich he fulfils his word, 
and avenges t the cauſe of the innocent; —[ perceive in this unity 
of ſentiment between ſuch exalte d Proteſtants and the church of 
Rome 3 a fe gn ; of the times which indicates no good to the friends ; of 
civil and religious liberty. But 1 will leave ſuch ment td the 
mercy of God, and the public e to their own reflefforis,—Rejbitirig 


that the law protects the” innocent, 1 hope chat fuch 1 men Will-ner 
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Ver be permitted to realize their zeal in any thing beyond iaveſtive 


and wailing; and then, let them inveigh, let them Wall —— Jeſus. 
I know, and Paul I know; but, who are theſe ?— Not the genuine 
friends either of Proteſtantiſm, their country, the king, « or the con- 
ſtitution, which they make their theme. 


| The next fign of hs times which I mall notice reſpebts the Ot- = 


| taman empire. In Dan. xi. 49—45- we haye a prophecy of the 


calamities which the people of the fourth monarchy, or rather of 
the papal church, ſhould ſuffer from the King of the South, or the 
Saracens ; and from the king of the North, the Turks, who came 
originally from the north quarter, Aſter enumerating the con- 


gueſs of this laſt enemy, the prophet ſays, ver. 44. © But tidings . 


out of the eaſt, and out of the north, ſhall trouble him; therefore 
ſhall he go 1 with oak fury to deſtroy, and utterly to make 
away many; ver. 45. yet he ſhall come to his end, and none 
ſhall help him.” 40 And ; at that time (xii. 1.) © ſhall Michel ſtand i 
vp, the great prince, which ſtandeth for the childrea of thy peo- 
ple,” (the Jews) 66 arid there ſhall be a time of trouble, ſuch as _ 
there never was ſince there was a nation: ; even to that ſame time, 
and at that time, thy people (the Jews) ſhall be delivered, every 
one chat mall be written in the book. ” Then follows a deſcrip» | 
tion of their political riſing, fy the MAnRer of the caſters 


8 from the caſt, from towards Perſia or 3 and from 
the north, are to be the means of bringing the Turkiſh monſter 1 
an end, and this is to be preparatory to the return of the Jews to 


heir own country, which the Turks now poſſeſs, and at which | 


time ſuch troubles will afflit᷑t the nations as have never been 
known One enemy is to come from the eaſt, and another from | 
the north; and it is deſerving: the attention of thoſe who . ould 
obſerve the progreſs of things towards the accompliſhment of | 


| God's purpoſes, that at the preſent time the Ottoman empire 1s at 


once threatened from both theſe quarters, The new ſect of the _ 
Velabis in Arabia, are faid to become more and more formidable, 

are Mahomedan infidels, and their dodrine has nothing leſs 
in view than the deſtruction of the whole ſyſtem of Mahometan= 


* 5 ſyſtem of e, oppreſhon, and bloodſhed. The 


| Founder 
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This doctrine has been brooding, it is ſaid, near, fixty years, and 
its advocates now ſupport their opinion by force, of arms. They 
have adherents both ſecret and revealed among the. Arabians is 


| general. - They are reported to poſſeſs the greater part of the 


country from Medina to Baſſora, on the Euphrates, and beyond it, 
and 40,000 men have been found inſufficient to overpower them. 
The Porte is purſuing meafures for their reduftion, BY we.mult 

wait the iſſue before we can form any certain opinion; ; but it is 
probable that Mahometaniſm, as well as Popery, will owe its fall 
to the prevalence of infidelity, The ſecond great enemy which 


is to contribute to the deſtruction of the Turkiſh empire, is to 
come from the north, and this ſeems at preſents the moſt formidable. | 


Ever fince the time that we have ſuppoſed. the rage of the ſecond 
| woe to have terminated, (the latter end of the laſt century) the 

| power of the Ruſſians has been getting a head of that of the Ot- 
tomans, and at this moment Conſtantinpple trembles at the frowi 


of the e ee, ee. atm 


But here a difficulty 5 itſelf. As the Tur came origi- 
nally from the neighbourhood of Mount Caucaſus, where the fa- 


mily of Gog was ſettled, and as they have long been in poſſeſſion of 


moſt of thoſe countries mentioned by the prophet Ezekiel, (chap. 
xxxviii. 25.) as the invaders of Paleſtine, after the Jews' reſto- 
ration, it has therefore been thought that the Turks are the people 
to whom the prophecy refers. But, if the Turkiſh empire is to be 
overthruwn to make way for the reſtoration of the ſeed of Abra- 
| ham, how is this to be reconciled with the prediction of the prophet, 
and the generally-received opinion? Were I to enter into a la- 
; bored conſideration of this ſubj ect, it would carry me far beyond 
the bounds I have preſcribed myſelf. I ſhall therefore but juſt 
touch upon it, and refer the reader for farther information to Welle 5 
Geography of the 0s Teſt. vol, 1, chap. 9, ſect, 2. 


Reſpecling Gog and his aociates, mentioned by Ezckiel, it ap- 
pears that Gog, or Magog, the ſon of Japhet, ſcttled himſelf about 
Mount Caucaſus, and is eſteemed the father of the Scythians, who 
dwelt on the caſt and north - eaſt of the Euxine or Black Sea; Go- 
jour we his ſon PTY peoples the northern 1 o the leſſer 
Aſia; 
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| being thus neighbors i in Aſia, their colonies kept together i in 5 
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Ane | ſettled to the eaſt ward of Gomer, in part of cap. 
Padocis and Armenia, to the ſouth and ſouth- eaſt of the Black 
Sea; Tubal lettled Rilt farther to the eaſtward, towards che Caſ- 
pian ſea. Theſe two latter were the near neighbors of Gog. 
From a colony of T ubal ſprung'the Ruſſians; and the Mufcovites 
"Owe their or 9 5 to a colony of Meſhech. Dr. Wells, (vol. 1, p. 
158) treating on the origin of the Muſcovites and Ruſſians, ſays, 
That the Moſcovites + or M uſcovites i in Europe were a colony ori- 
ginally of Meſier © or Meſoch called by the Greeks Moſchi, is very 

robable, not only on account of likeneſs of names, but alſo of 


: the reſpeRtive ſitustions of the Aſiatic and European Moſchi one 
| to the other, Add to this another conſideration, that whereas in 


2 6 and ſome other tranſlations the Hebrew text, Ezek. XxXxviii, 
2, is reng red thus; The chief prince, or (as it is in the margin 
| es) the prince of the chief of Mefhech and Tubal ; in other 


our 


| tranſlations, and particularly i in the Septuagint, it is thus rendered; 


The prince of Roſh, Meſheth, and Tubal, The thing i is, the Hebrew 
word wN Roſh, by ſome is taken to be an appellative, by others à 
proper name. * he learned Bochart has obſerved from the Nubian 
geographer, chat the riyer in Armenia, called by the Greeks Araxes, 
is by the Arabians called Rofh. And hence he not only probably 
infers, from other inſtances of the like nature, that the people 
that lived in the country, about that river were alfo denominated 

Roſh, but alſo proves from Joſephus Bengorion, that there were a 
people in theſe parts. named Rlioſſi : Now the Mofe ha and Roffe 


rope, thoſe of the A/ ſeating themſelves in the province, J 
Muſcovy, properly ſo called, that.is, the parts about the city of M 

ow: thoſe of the Refi f ſeating themſelves i in the parts adjoinin, 
on the ſouth. For the learned Bochart has obſerved from Tzetzes, 


chat the people called Tauri, and from whi the Taurica Cherſo- 


neſus took its name, were, in the days of I zetzes, better known by 
the name of Ros than of Tauri. Upon the whole, therefore, it 
may be very probably believed, that the Muſcovites and Ruſſians 
in Europe were colonjes of Mefhech, or elſe of Meſiech and Tubal 
jointly.” Treating on the ſituation of Gog, as north of Tubal, Ac. 
be fays, 6 This Gtuation 4s confirmed by. the ſcripture itſelf, Ezek, 
Xx3RViti, 2. Fel. thy face againſt Gog, in, or of, the land of. Mageg, 


the; prince 7 Rojh, Mefhech, and Tabal, &c, For hence we learn, 
that 
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that-the land of Magog maſt be near to that of Roſy; Meſhech, and 
Tubal ;. and it could be ſo only on the north. The learned Mr. 
| Mede has obſerved, that the name Gog ſignifies the ery, lame with, : 
Magog, the letter mem being but an lee mantict letter, i. e, nat a 
radical, but an additional letter to the radix or primitive word. 
And he conceives that it pleaſed the Spirit of God to diſtinguiſh 
thus between the land and the people of the land, by wände 
rere Gog, and the land the 2 Hau. XC Un n er 3c 
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"Thus. the Nate _ 3 — wn appear * be in⸗ 
- cluded i in the enumeration. of Ezekiel, and we may obſerve; that 
they have already extended their conqueſts i into the neighbourhood 
of the Black and Caſpian Seas, and of thoſe parts originally ſet- 
tled by Cog and their anceſtor Tubal. The probability is that they 
will extend their conqueſts ſtill farther, and he diſtinguiſnhed in- 
ſtruments i in the overthrow of the Turkiſh empire, And having 
effected this, it is likely that, with the aſſiſtance of their newly ac- 
quired ſubjects or allies, from the Caſpian to the Propontus, with 
the Perſians, &c. (the people enumerated by Ezekiel) they wall be 
the e multitude marked aut n the SP of SITS is 
REES: 

There is ther few a the times obo chick 8 not pi ba 
tirely omitted. More than two thouſand five hundred years ago 
the ten tribes of Iſrael were carried captive into Aſſyria. About 
a hundred and fifteen years after this, Judah and Benjamin alſo 
were carried away to Babylon. Theſe returned, and. ſome few: of 
the other tribes with them, but as a nation, Ifracl was never re- 
ſtored. According to Eſdras (book 2, chap. xiii. 4150.) they 
took counſel among themſelves and emigrated into a diſtant coun- 
try, where never man dwelt ; that the name of this country was 
Arfareth, at the diſtance of a year and a half's journey, where they 
are to dwell till the latter time, when God will bring them back. 
with great wonders. The prophets abound with promiſes, not 
only reſpecting the reſtoration of Judah, (the Jews) but of Iiragl 
alſo. From theſe tribes not having been heard of for ſo many 
ages, and the improbability of ſuch a people eſcaping 1 the notice of 
all travellers, the generality have been induced to.conclude that 
they no where exiſt, as a diſtinct people, but have long ago been | 


mel ted down wong ai nations, FEM thoſe that united them- 
ſelves 
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ſelves with Judah and Benjamin, at their return From Babylon. 
That they ſhould fill exift is'certaitfty a very extraordinary cir- 
cuniftance; and ſhould Providence bfing them forward by and 

by to act a conſpicuous part in the great ſcene Which is now open- 
ing, it will doudbtleſs excite great aſtoniſhment ; but both the event 
and the ſurpriſe were foreſeen and predicted by the prophets. 
They forefaw that the re- union of Ephraim with Judah would 


not take place till after the great difpefſion; and their refurrectibn 


from the long political death which they were to ſuffer for their 


uns. Then are Ephraim and Judah to be one people again; 


(Ezek. XXXVIL | i6—=22.) And Judah ſhall fay, „Who hath 
brought up theſe? Behold 1 as left wes. theſe; where have 
Te been a (18. xlix. __ * 

pen est of the en chere is reaſon to Se d that 
this people do ſtill exiſt diftin& from other nations. The grounds 


| for this concluſion may be ſeen in the Afeatic Reſearches, vol. 2. 


That the reader may judge for himſelf, I ſhall take the liberty of 
quoting the extract which we find in the Monthly Review enlarged, 
vol. 10, p. 302. The account is whimſical enough; but conſider- 
ing the number of ages ſince the carrying away Iſrael captive, 
their rare ſtate at that time, theit' miſerable condition ſince, 


| their igriorance of printing, &c. it affords as much proof as can 


be expected, at the firſt dawn of their exiſtence. When we are 


detter acquainted with _— their _ E wry Kc. we Fey ex- 


| gaps more _ 


00 « On the deſcent of the Afghans from the y 5 | 


«© The Aﬀghiris call themſclves the poſterity of Melic Talut, or 
king Saul.— The deſcent of the Afghans, according to their own 


eh is thus whimſically traced ; ; 


— 


1 In a war which 0 between the children of Iſrael and the 
| Amalekites, the latter being victorious, plundered the Jews, and 


obtained poſſeſſion of the ark of the covenant. Conſidering this 
the god of the Jews, they threw it into fire, which did not affect 
it ; they afterwards endeavored to cleave it / with axes, but without 
counts every individual who realen it with indigaity was pu- 

niſhed 


$1608 OF rut LATTER dats 49 


e They then placed it in kheir temple; but 
all their idols bowed to it. At length they faſtened 3 upda a,cow, 
which they turned looſe in the wilderneſs. 128 28K 775 en 30S 
* 

© When the prophet Sariniel aroſe, the childien af Iſrael aid to 
him, We have been totally ſubdued by the Athakelites; and have 
no king. Raiſe to us a king, that we may be enabled to contemd 
for the glory of God.” Samuel ſaid, in caſe you are led out to 
battle; are you determined to fight? They anſwefed, . What 
has befallen us; that we ſhould not fight againſt infidels? That 
nation has baniſhed us from our country and children.” At this 
time the angel Gabriel deſcended, and delivering a wand, ſaid, * it 
is the command of God, that the perſon whoſe ſtature ſhalt cor - 
eng with this wand, ſhall be n of Iſrael.” 3 


pM Melic Tad was at ES. time a man of inferior cents and 
performed the humble employment of feeding the goats and cows 
of others. One day a cow under his charge was accidentally loſt. 
Being diſappointed in his ſearches, he was greatly diſtreſſed, and 
applied to Samuel; ſaying, © I have loſt a cow, and do not poſſeſa 
the means of ſatisfying the owner. Pray for me; that I may be ex- 
tricated from this difficulty.” Samuel perceiving that he was a 
man of lofty ſtature, aſked his name. He anſwered, Talvt. Sa- 
muel then ſaid, © Meaſure Tälüt with the wand which the angel 
Gabriel brought.“ His ſtature was equal to it. Samuel then ſaid, 
© God has raiſed Talat to be your king.“ The children of Iſrael _ 
anſwered, Mie are greater than our king. Weare men of dig- 
nity, and he is of inferior condition. How ſhall he be our king? 
Samuel informed them, they ſhould know that God had conſti- 
tuted Tälät their king, by his reſtoring the ark of the covenant. 
He aeg reſtored it, and e eee him Oo 180 | 


vereign. 


« After Tilvit obtained the kingdom, he ſeized Cd the. 
territories of Jalüt, or Goliah, who aſſembled a large army, but 
was killed by David. Tälüt afterwards died a ' martyr in a 
war againſt the infidels ; and God conſtituted David king of the 


Jews. 
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8 4 Metic Tal6e had two ſons, one walled. Berkia, dec 
Lia, ud ſerved: David, and were beloved by him. He ſent 
them to fight againſt . and by God's a france! _y 
were * 


The «on f Berkia e n and the for If 
8 7 was named Ulbec. Theſe youths diſtinguiſhed: them - 
ſelves in the reign of David, and were employed by Solomon. 
Aighan was diſtinguiſhed by his corporeal ſtrength, which ſtruek 
terror into demons and genii. Uſbec was eminent for his learn- 


* eee deen to Wer 3 to the möuntains; ; 
where his progeny, after his death, eſtabliſned themſelves, lived! 
in a ſtate of independence, built forts, and exterminated the in- 
WHO 2:16 £38264 2 ö 5 | 
T0 eee e hal kubjoin a . of the late * 
Vanſittart, Eſq. He obſerves, that © A very particular account of 
the Afghims has been written by the late Ha Fiz Rahmat Khan, a 
chief of the Rehillas, from which the curious reader may derive 
much information. They are Muſſulmen, partly of the 'Sunni, 
and partly of the Shiah perſuaſion. They are great boaſters of 
the antiquity of their origin, and reputation of their tribe; but 
other Muſſulmen entirely reject their claim, and confider them of 
modern and even baſe extraction. 
be collected from hiſtory. 


However their character may 
They have diſtinguiſhed themſelves 
by their coarage, both ſingly and unitedly, as principals and auxi- 
| Haries, They have conquered for their own princes and for fo- 
reigners, and have always been conſidered the main ſtrength of the 
army in which they have ſerved. As they have been applauded = 
for virtues, they have alſo been reproached for vices, having 
ſometimes been pany of Ys and even acted che baſe > wg of 


_— rag ö 8 
s A —— -of eis 8 (the Puſito 5 is 1 and ws 
— the preſident. 


* 


siaus or Tf EAFTER bars. 51 
This account” of the Afghäns may lead te a very intereſtiti 
diſcovery. © We learn from Eſdras, that the'ten tribes, after a wan- 
dering journey, came to à country called "Arfareth, where we my 
ſuppoſe they ſettled. Now the Afghans are ſaid hy the beſt Per- 
ſian hiſtorians to be deſcended from the Jews; they have tradi- 
tions among themſelves of ſuch a deſcent; and it is even aſſerted, | 
that their familics are diſtinguiſhed by the names of Jewiſh tribes, 
although, fince their converſion to the Iſlam, they ſtudiouſly con- 
ceal their origin. The Puſſito language, of which I have ſeen a 
dictionary, has a manifeſt reſemblance to the Chaldaic; anda con- 
Aderable diſtri under their dominion is called Hazarch, or Ha- 
 zaret, which might caſily have been changed i into the word uſed 
by Eſdras. I ſtrongly recommend an inquiry into the literature 
nay hiſtory of the 2 


That after the 958 of more 1 2500 * the ten tribes of 
Iſrael ſhould be firſt reſtored to notice juſt at this period, when, 
ſo many ſigns indicate the approach of their reſtoration, may be 
deſigned as a hint to us to be ready for what is coming, Let the 
rifling think what they may, I am ſure that the diligent ſtudent 
in the writings of the prophets will be far from eſteeming this 
fingular circumſtance unworthy of attention; and eſpecially as it 
appears in company with ſo many others which * W 


urge us to watch. 


Among other ſigns of the ſpeedy gathering and reſtoration of 
Iſrael, this is not the leaſt, that we are threatened with troubles 
| ſuch as have not been ſince there was a nation. Never did ſuch 
animoſity prevail in any war as has manifeſted itſelf in this. And 
if we conſider the laughter of human beings in this one campaign, 
beſide the wretchedneſs to which thouſands of unhappy fugitives, 
who had long been uſed to all the accommodations and elegancies 
of life, have been reduced, the proſpect is melancholy indeed, and 
ſeems to beſpeak ſome viſitation mare than common. It appears 
that a greater number of men have periſhed in little more than 
one year, than in both the late wars which raged in America and 
Europe for more than fourteen. Should the deſtruction and ca- 
Ly go on with an accelerating devaſtation, as we have reaſon 
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Hus, my countrymen, we have W ſome of thoſe 54 
of the times which, at this ſeaſon of general agitation, ſolicit our 
attention with ſingular urgency. Signs which intimate nothing 
leſs than the general ſhaking and renovation of things. It becomes 
us therefore to attend to them with peculiar ſeriouſneſs, 
we may know the meaſures which we bught to purſue, and Bev 
precipitating ourſelves into the dreadful conſequences of oppo- 
fing the providence of God, who in his word has forewarned us 
of his put poſes, and by his diſpenſations is indicating their ſpeedy 
accompliſhment it becomes us to obſerve them with devout 
attention, that we may hereby be excited to turn to God by a 
fincere and general repentance, and thus be hid until the indig- 
nation be overpaſt: For behold, the Lord cometh out of his 
place to puniſh the inhabitants of the earth for their iniquity ; the 
earth alfo ſhall diſcloſe her blood, and no e cover ber lain. . 
Now therefore conſider your ways. * 
eee d 
| acknowledge that my apprehenſions eſpeltia g our 1 
8 not fo much from the opinion I may entertain of the wiſdem 
or folly, the juſtice or injuſtice, the piety or impiety, of the pre- 
ſent war, in a detached view, as from the impreſſion which the 
general appearance of things, compared with tlie writings of the 
prophets, produces on my mind; for, did I believe the preſent 
e ruls of cltimating 8 4 to be, be- 
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54 CONCLUSION. 

yond all doubt, both politic and juſt, even this would not much 
leſſen my apprehenſion of danger, When we look back on ancient 
hiſtory, and trace the progreſs and fall of thoſe empires and ſtates 
which Inſpiration hos noticed, we ſhall find that the long threat- 
ened judgments which fell upon them were not for the blame of 


- thoſe particular wars in which they pertſhed, but for the accumu- 


lated guilt of ſucceſſive ages, and for the general corruption of 
their manyers. Thoſe wars might be perfectly juſt, becauſe de- 
ſenſive. If we. examine the predictions of the prophets which 
refer to the chaſtiſement of the nations, and the deſtruction of Ba- 
bylon the Great, in the latter days, we ſhall find that thoſe dreadful 

judgments which are then to be infſlicted, are to be for the fins of 
centuries for blood which has never been avenged. The ſove- 
reigns and rulers of that day may, perhaps, be among the moſt 
mild and juſt that hays. ever exerciſed power; but we muſt. be 


5 ſtrangers to the hiſtory, of nations if we do not know that this 


will be no certain ſecurity. To inſtance. only the caſe of Iſrael : : 
Hoſhea was the beſt Pringe, | that ever reigned over that people; — 
the only one that hag any. mixture of good; yet, in his days their 
ruin came, If the great body of the nation be corrupt; if We, 
approve t Xu deeds of our fathers, and our iniquity be full; it is 
not the picty, ox virtue, or Jullice, , of aur a and rulers that 
can, ſecure us. | 


F 1 as 4x 
8 QT 


; But though this i is the caſe, y. yet our obligations os Our « toon. 
25 they, reſpect both the policy and the morality of the war, remain 
the fame. And if it be found that we are acting contrary to the 
principles both of policy and the eternal obligations of morality, | 
we are certainly precipitating our fate; and aggravating our ruin. 
It becomes us then, with great ſerioufueſs, to conſider our ways: 


ſor it is not hat the French are that aſcertains the ſafety or dan- 
ger of our fituation : 5 they may be all that t hey are ; repreſented 
to be, and yet our caſe be never the better; che. worle they aregthe 


more fit are they, in ops "ies Log fas e K FIR! | 
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wat certainly deſerves _the moſt ſerious conſideration of all Who 
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deſire the proſperity of their country; but as ſo, many have Writ- 
ten ſo ably on theſe ſubjects, it ſeems the leſs neceſſary for me to 
detain the reader for the inveſtigation of them. But there are 
two or three things, which, though they may not ſo gencrally 
rike the attention, at leaſt not ſo as to produce any conſiderable 
apprehenſion of danger, yet, if it be clear that they are connected 
with this war, there is ſo much moral turpitude in them, that, te 
thoſe who believe in the all- ſuperintending providence of the Cre- 
ator, and the Divine inſpiration of the Scriptures, they muſt ap- 


| pear of a magnitude ſufficient to excite the extremeſt ſolicitude, 


and the moſt ſincere concern. 


It is impoſſible for any franc man, who is at all converſant 
with what paſſes about him, not to notice the unuſual animoſity 
which has manifeſted itſelf in this conteſt, both againſt the French 
and againſt all thoſe who differ from the faſhionable opinion. Se 
high has it raged amongſt a certain claſs of people, that no words 
are equal to the deſcription.—“ But this is a war of religion. The 
French are a nation of infidels—the enemies of all religion ; and 


therefore deſerve to be extirpated from the earth. »_—Admirable . 


imitators of Him who came not to deſtroy men's lives, but to ſave 
them A war of religion! O ye pious cruſaders Ve never 
need to ſheath your ſwords. There are wicked nations enow 
to gratify your holy zeal with everlaſting bloodſhed. — But ſhew 
us your commillion, Is it a forgery, or is it derived from Him 


„ho maketh his ſun to riſe on the evil and on the good, and 


who ſendeth rain on the juſt and on the unjuſt; and deſireth 
not the death of a ſinner ?”'+ Burt it is poſſible that the accuſa - 
tion againſt our enemies may not be exactly juſt. Much as we 


execrate wickedneſs, yet let us be impartial. Perhaps it ſhould 


rather be, They are infidels—the partizans of no ſect. N obody 
luſpects them to have much piety, yet, bad as they are, the freedom 
of every deſcription of worſhip is protected by all the force of; 
the nation; but as it is likely the majority of the repreſentatives 
of the people hs no religion themſelves, they have eſtabliſhed 
none, but have nn to * care of RAS; and work its 


+ e v. 3 


own, 


86 cevetbslen- 


* own wy by the native power of truth, juſt as it was fore” 0 
do for the firſt three hundred years after Chriſt, without either 
emoluments or penal ſtatutes in its favor; but with this difference, 
that no man ſhall perſecute it, nor any one ſect perſecute another, 
bdut if Chriſtianity be from God, that it ſhall have free liberty tos 
make its conqueſts. Be our opinion what it may of the utilitx 
or miſchief of religious eſtabliſhments among Proteſtants, yet if 
not this preferable to the ſuperſtitions and horrors of Popery ? 
And if God in his providence fees fit, by theſe methods, to over= - 
throw the abominations 'of Rome, and thus to clear the way for | | 
undefiled religion, ſhall we be angry with his difpenſations, or 
diſpute his wiſdom? + We are not diſpoſed to palliate crimes, 
but let us diſtinguiſh between the crimes of men and the juſtice 
of Him who makes the madnefs of nations the inſtrument of ef, 3 \ 
fecting both his avenging and benevolent purpoſes. We are im- 
poſed upon by names, and ſounds, and miſrepreſentations, and then, 
inſpired with zeal without knowledge, ſet ourſelves up for pm TE Tus 
avengers of the cauſe of Heaven. But let us be diſpaſſionate ;j— _ \ 
Jet us examine 'ourſelves as under the eye of God. If every | 
oblige us to maintain war, yet, let us beware of harboring in our 
boſoms the murderous arid unchriſtian paſſions of rancor and ma- 
levolence. If we are attacked we have a right to defend our- 
ſel ves; but benevolence is to be exerciſed even towards enemies; 
and if they hunger, what are we to do? We know what the ma- 
lignant fpiritof party and worldly policy will Gy—* Starve them.” 
But Chriſt ſays, © Feed them.” If we muſt maintain war, and 
juſtice ſanctiry it, yet let it be on thoſe principles of benevolenxe 
and magnanimity worthy of a great and enlightened nation; and 
chen there might be ſome plaufible ground to hope for the favor 
of Providence. But malevolence would ſtamp the juſteſt war 
with guilt. And if this malevolence ſhould be ſuffered to take 
ſuch poſſeffian of us as to iulpibe⸗ our r wand the A8 would” 
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4 See Sir L Wo yo of thefall of tbe. aocicheitiina regions by hn 
| valence of f infilelicy, as quoced in Part the Firft, p. 14, third edit. 
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t What an elegant writer (the auther of Reaſors for National Penitence,”) 
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But that we may be enabled ta form a ec | 
proſpe before us, as to ſucceſs of ruin, let us conſidet the coimec- 
tion in which we ſtand, and the motives by which we are a6- 
_ — e as are unn . 3 
ne . 0 7 | * 6 7 tt 
„ I Abio * GOP 
| With reſpet to. eee eee eee 5 
leaſt, the origin of the preſent war was indiſputably unjuſt. Is it 
not unjuſt for any one nation to interfere with the imernal negu- 
lations of another ind nt nation 7 An independent nation 
{whether right or wrong 85 to what concerns themſelves, does nat 
affect the queſtion) had long groaned under the real or ſuppoſed 
oppreſſions of arbitrary princes, inſolent nobles, and intolerant, 
debauched, atheiſtical, and pexſecuting prieſts. . They feel their 
e me e are determined to redreſ 
Sad iz gig or r 7-H Sas 
ment of eee — de eee, *© Tf we 8 we ought to 
enter our churches, to pour out our ſpleen and expreſs our malice to our eng- 
mies, and to mingle execrations againſt them with our prayers for aurſetwes, we 
have groſsly miſunderftood its purpoſe and its principles,” —(p. 3s) "> When 
we. approach the altar of peace with our arms "ſtreaming with blood, dad our 
hearts ſwelling with meditations of ſtill more complete and bloody vengeance, 
we are only diſplaying to the world a diſguſting alliance of the fierceſt barbarity 
with the moſt abject ſuperſtition.” ' Let me conjure you to lay-afide that ſe- 


rocious and unrelenting. malice, Ard 15. more nan. 
ſatan than the temples of the GMT: 


wa : Pn „ 1 , . 64 20, 7 * 
FC .*. 12333 


Ik believe that their e were real, 7 "that wy oppte ions vere 
the moſt enormous that ever a great and S del nation, for fo dong period, 
ſubmitted ta. Some of theſe have n. enumerated in the Firſt hart of the Signs 
of the Times. b 3+ 3-33 33 15 En Sag 


God forbi4 chat © we hl withhold our pity Lither from the unfortunate or 
the guilty ! But let us be juſt to the cauſe of general humanity. Let ws take 
heed that, while we condemn'the Hregular and wicked proceedings of then} we 
do not alſo cenſure the ways of Providence, and ſlander and betray" the precious 
rights of mankind. That illuſtrious houſe of ewauy:ſever generations, over the 
fall of which Dr. Horfley laments ſo pathetically, was prigcipally,itluftrious fer 
oppreſſion and bloodſhed, for contempt of the poor and abuſe of power ; and, in 
its ſudden and awful fall, we ought to adore the .avenging juſtice of: God: 
for whether his threatened judgments fall on the ſecond. generation, as in the caſe 
of the houſe of Ahab, (1 Kings xxi. 29. 2 Kings ix. 1. x. 1. ] or on the * 
re his hand i is Rid "_—_ icuous, nor is his vengeance * leſs Jud. 
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58 COncLusron. 
0 mon es Jenes den op- 


preſſors; they diſarm them of their power, ſtrip them of their 


<dilguiſe,-overturn their old oppreſſive fyſtems, and form ſuch new 
ones as they think maſt likely to inſure fecurity and happineſs. 


In effecting all this mighty work, folly is mixed with wiſdom, and 


outrage mingles with juſtice. They ſolemnly declare, as a nation, 
chat they will refpe& the rights and independence of all other na- 
tions, but will vindicate their own.——In ſuch a ſtruggle for the 
general good, a muſt be ſuppoſed to ſuffer either real or ima- 
ginary wrongs. Theſe plot againſt the nation; they aſſemble in 


| neighboring + fates; a Irs 
for pi aid. . £ > | 


. . 25, 1790, 1 princes and ens | 
hold a meeting at Pilnitz ; à concert of crowned heads is formed, 
and it is agreed to invite the other ſovereigns of Europe to 
Join the league, and make the cauſe of the king, and of the 
other privijeged orders of France, a common. one. It is de- 
termined in the mean while to increaſe their armies, and prepare 
for the invaſion of France the firſt favorable opportunity, that by 
the overthrow of the new conſtitution, and the re- e ſtabliſument of 
the old deſpotiſm, and the former ſtate of things in the church, 
innovation may be ſmitten in the root, and all future ones, in other 
countries, be prevented. Thus did foreign courts aſſume to them- 
ſelves dictatorial power over an independent people, and formed 
a concert, not only for the purpoſe of overturning the liberties of 
France, but, as if the world were made for princes, nobles, and 
rieits only, to intimidate all ather nations from daring, in future, 
to attempt to meliorate their condition. — They have ſent forth 
the moſt deſpotie and bloody manifeſtos that ever diſgraced Eu- 
rope. That of the duke of Brunſwic is expreſſed in a ſtyle of 
ſuch undiſguiſed barbarity, chat even Attila, who boaſted of him 


| ſelf as the ſcourge of God, ang the terror of men, would have bluſh- 


ed to have been the author of it.— They haye invaded France; 
and the French 1 in return have invaded them. Enormous crimes 


+ + Let us look at Poland, and in their hiftery ſtudy the juſtice and benevo- 
lence of courts, and learn the benefit to-be derived from a eoncert of Princes a 
Eng immen have much to unlearn be fore they can ſubſcribe to that reviving doc- 


have 
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6 But the concerns of the French 1 inter woven with the 
concerns and intereſt of other nations ; that theſe have felt them- 
ſelves injured, and their language has been ſuch as to alarm and 
provoke their neighbors; and we alſo have been offended.” This 
may be true, But have we acted according to thoſe excellent 
principles laid down by Jeſus Chriſt, Matth. xviti. and Luke xviit 
for the putting an end to ſtrife, and for the prevention of blood- 
thed? Have we remonſtrated and done all that negociation could 
do to prevent the horrors of war; or, has the flaming ſword of 
deſtruction preceded the olive branch of peace, and vengeanct 
gone before remonſtrance ? Have we acted from ſober judgment 
and urgent neceſſity, or from the dictates of ambition, and the 
workings of paſſion? Our innocence or guilt, reſpecting the 
blood which is ſhed, and the forrow which is occaſioned, will de- 
pend much on the anſwer which facts give to theſe inquiries, If 
this war on the people of France be for the purpoſe of dictating to 
them a form of government, on the hypotheſis that ſuch an exten- 
five republic in the heart of Europe would operate as a dangerous 
example, it is unjuſt. If it be on account of ſome of their fool- 
iſh or unjuſt decrees, yet, if we have not endeavored, by negocia- 
tion, to prevent the ſpilling of human blood, and the accumulation 
of taxes, it is unjuſt; and if, inſtead of this, we have ſpurned at 
conceſlion, as though reſolved on war at any rate, the 4njuſtice is 
increaſed, If alſo it be a war to avenge the execution of the king, 
or for their humbling the nobility or deſpoiling the priefthoody ie 

is unjuſt: for who W us the W judges and _— 
of nations? f 1211 c e ag Ta 4 

44 « But it as noceſſryt9/the preventian.of/s evoluti 

of anarchy in this country.” 80 fay a —— ao 
But this is not proved, nor does it appear that it can be. Perhaps 
it would be more conformable to their true ſentiments to ſay, We 
thought i necellary for the panes n erg 

„us hun 
Let us then examine with difGaſſionate ſerioufaels the principles 


of the war in which WE are engaged, that, if it de unjuſt, we may 
repent, 
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60 ED CONCLUSION. 
repent, and do. what . tutor ban hate | 


ſtain of innocent blood. Men under deſpotic governments may, 
perhaps, be filent and innocent; but Engliſhmen are allowed to 


ſpeak. Under a free government, ſilence is guilt. The nation 


called for the war; if, after maturer thought, they find themſelves 
deccived,..and: apprehend not only its impolicy, but its injuſtice, 
they are bound to ſignify it, or innocent blood (that of our own 
People, at leaſt; ſuppoſing the blood of Frenchmen to 2 — 
— Ft) 22 a 


t 
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*. 


: character as Proteſtants and Chriſtians, who are [enlightened inte 


the, due principles of the religion of Chriſt, It is poſkble that 
our motives and aims may be diflimilar to thoſe who are engaged 


in the. fame quarrel: but who are they? The dragon and the 


eat. Moſt of them have long been the ſcourges of the earth, 
the curſes of humanity, and their end is to periſh for ever. It is 


palſibte to ſuppoſe that we may mean well; but what are the inten- 


tions of the aſſociates by whoſe fide we are fighting? To keep 
popery from falling, to maintain the power and influence of the 
clergy, and all that error and ſuperſtition by which they faſten om 
the minds of mankind, and circuitouſly ſupport their own deſpotic 
power. But be the motives and aims of ſome what they may, 
every man's duty is to judge himſelf, as in the light of God, that 
he be not judged; and 25 it is poſſible that that which is highly 
eximinal may moet with the approbation of the majority of a na · 
tion, and thus great national guilt be nds it ee to 
. 76s re} cont $A 


EIS ht $5 Ben > = x 1 HY 2 
Our 8 teaches us, 8 our Dee the Coe were a 
lous in impreſſing its dictates, that Rome is the whore of Babylon, + 
he mother of harlois, and no true church of Chriſt; that popery 
is ſuperſtition and idolatry; a religion, at once at War againſt ibe 
kingdom of Chriſt and the happineſs of mankind; a religion, ty- 


Wusical, blaſphemous, and diabolical, in principle, and bloody in 


prattice. Our religion teaches us that this ſame ſyſtem of corrup- 


tion and n which Impregnates all the . e 


aging 5 2 ole 
* Suse England, ne ee bee s 
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CONCLUSION: | 61 

| rodrivw it; ond all the deligious eſtabliſhments nv grow out of | 
it, with its own enſlaving and corrupt principles, ſhall be brought 
to an end worthy of its enormities; it has determined and delines 
ated the ſigns: for the accompliſhment, and charged us to watch 
their appearance, and to have no alliance with the mother of har- 
lots, that we partake not. of her fins, and receive not of her 
plagues. If the figns of the times indicate the approach of theſe 
threatened judgments, our part is to ſtand at a diſtance and cons 
template the progreſs of the awful ruin, and not ruſh into the con- 
flict, to ſtop. the uplifted arm of God's vengeance ; then might be 
fulfilled in our favor that ſaying, (Pſ. xci. q, 8.) A thouſand 
ſhall fall at thy fide, and ten thouſand at thy right-hand, but it 
ſnall not come nigh thee; only with thine eyes ſhalt thou 
behold and ſee the reward of the wicked.” But, if we join iſſue 
with the declared ſupporters of the whore of Babylon, and unite 
with them to arreſt the vengeance of Heaven, what fate have we 
to expect, but to ſhare in their e ee as it 1. 


| 3 


fe e n L have axdeavored « to let before. you, in 
nee van able, the figns of the times, and what they 
portend. I have endeavored to rouſe your attention to the conſi- 
deration of your ways, and your true intereſt, that you may take 
ſach meaſures as may be the moſt likely to ſecure us from the de- 
ſolations of that ſtorm which already ſhakes the greater part of Eu- 
rope a ſtorm, if our conceptions: are juſt, Which will ſpeedily 
lay in ruins all the nations which ſhall be found oppoſing the de; 
ſigns of God i in the gverthrow of that antichriſtian ſyſtem, ſecu- 


lar and eccleſiaſtical, which has ſo long n and deſtroyed 
the ne i f WIS 3 t n I 


* 


| a Noe, . a | 

drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day thut Noe en- 
tered into the ark, and knew not until the flood came and took them all 
away, fo Rull alſo the coming of the Son of Man, i in the execution 
of the divine judgments on the wicked nations, be. Say not in 

your hearts then, He delayeth his xoming;” for be has fore- 
warned us that he will come as a thief in the night, at a time hen 
not expected. Let us therefore watch and repent. © Reformations 
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= CONCLUSTON- 
in governments, if attainable/at any tolstrble price, are very de- 


frable; but we deceive ourſelves if we imagine that this will be 


ſufficient to enſure: the general peace and happineſs of ſociety. 
Unlefs the great meſs of mankind are reformed and Chriſtianized, 
every thing elſe will be inſufficientc+ Whilſt pride, ambition, and 
corruption predommate ; whilſt meanneſs and fervility on the one 


hand, and retraftorineſs and contempt of authority on the other, 


prevail; whilſt the moral ſenſe of the generality of menkind is 


corrupt; or, as our Lord expreſſes it, whitſt-the light which is in 
them is darkneſs, and irreligion and vice triumph, it is in vain to 


| expett any great good. I own I am extremely deſirous of ſeeing 


a peaceable reformation take place in the repreſentation and in the 
adminiſtration of the affairs of this country, as that which might 
contribute much to the bettering mankind, and which alone pro- 
mites any hope of clcaping the calamities of a revolution, 'or of 


alleviating the other diſtreſſes which threaten us. But, if this 
ſhould be accompliſhed, and nothing but this, I confeſs my expec- 


tations are not very ſanguine as to the great and permanent good 
which would follow. As a corrupt government diffuſes its cor- 
ruptions th: ough the whole maſs of ſociety, fo, ſhould à few wiſe 
and virtuous men effect a pure government, yet, if the great body 
of the nation remained unreformed, they would ſoon corrupt the 
beſt inſtitutions; and the adminiſtration of the” beſt government 
that the human intellett could deviſe, and nothing could ſtill fave 
us from the difpleafure of God. Let both theſe reformations, 
therefore, go hand in hand, and let them ſpeedily be commenced; . 
for nothing ſhort of inftant reformation, and an inſtant change of 
I T cannot forbear expreſſing the ſatisfaftion which I feel from the inflitucion 
of Sunday ſchools, More honor is due to the man who projected ſuch a ſcheme 


of improvement than to the moſt brilkant conquerers. Should nations become 


ſo wiſe as to convert a little of that money which is laviſhed on court ſycophants, 
or ſpent in needleſs and unjuſt wars, to the purpoſe of maintaining, on a'more 
extenfive plan, parochial ſchools, which ſhould be under the direction of the i in- 
habitants, for the inſtruction of the pcor gratis, we might then hope for amend- 
ment, both in the principles and condition of the moſt numerous and moſt uſeful 
part of mankind. It is a debt due to the poor, and the payment of which would 
enrich the payer. The money ſpent in one needleſs war would more than edu- 
cate all our poor for ever !—Bur, alas! there are too many who think that — 


rance is the mother of other uſeful children „ Der:tion. 
mea- 


% _  - 
meaſuyes, can afford us any ſolid hope of ſal vation. Did God ſay, 
reſpecting the profligate Jews, When the whole body politic was 
diſcaſed from the head to the foot, · Shall not my ſoul be avenged 
on ſuch a nation as this?“ What have the nations, under the 
Chriſtian diſpenſation, to expect, if, like them, they become uni- 
verſally diſeaſed ? L us therefore examine ourſelves and re- 


pent. | 25 ES: 


What, in a general view, is our moral character as a nation? 
Has our virtue, our moderation, our juſtice, our love of civil and 
religious liberty, and our attachment to the principles of Proteſt- 
antiſm, kept pace with our advancement in the ſcale of 'nations? 
We are called by the name of Chriſt, and profeſs to be a religrous 
people; but, do we exemplify in our practice thoſe holy principles 
which we profeſs? Do we do juſtly, love mercy, and walk hum- 
bly with God; or, does infidelity and profaneneſs, bribery and 
corruption, lewdncſs and debauchery, pride and diflipation, per- 
vade all ranks of men, and threaten a univerſal diſſolution ? Are 
the rights of conſcience revered ; or, is our fondneſs ſor the 
wine of the whore of Babylon returning, and are we to judge of 
the temper of the nation from the flames which bigotry kindled 
at Birmingham in ninety-one? We are a nation of profeſſed. 
. Chriſtians, The paſtors which we approve, whether of the eſta- 
bliſhed church or otherwiſe, are they the meek and humble imita- 
tors of Him whoſe ſervants they are called? Do the generality 
of them ſeek, not filthy lucre, but the ſal vation of the ſouls of 
men? Are they faithful to reprove and warn; or, do they 
to us {mooth things, and ſay, peace, peace, when there is no peace? 
Are they diligent in the diſcharge of their duties —labgring to 
iuſtruct the ignorant, to reclaim the vicious, to comfort the aſſtict- 
ed, and to unite men in the bonds of charity; or, are they proud 
and worldly ; diligent only after gain; idle ſhepherds, who care 
not for the flock, and who fow among mankind the ſeeds of con- 
tention? Do they recommend and enforce the religion which 
they profeſs by the holineſs and purity, benevolence and picty, of 
their lives; or, are they lovers of pleaſure, cating and drinking 
with the drunken, whoſe end rs d:firthon, whoſe god is their bells, 
and whoſe glory is in their fhame ; who mind earthly things ? {Phit, 
iii. WW Are the great body ef tle poopie” content to 18 it 
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=_ __ , tONCEUSION. 
thus, and moved only by what affefts- their worldly intereſt? 
Should this, on examination, be found to be the caſe; it ſurely 
calls for deep humiliation, and ſuggeſts that, without a repentance- 
and reformation as general as ſincere, fome heavy GIO "ay 
| HR | 


; | What Dr. Hartley (in his erden on Man " wrote; fifty 
years ago, deſerves our ſerious confideration. & How near” (he- 
ſays, vol. 2-p. 368) © the diſſolution of che preſent governments, 
generally or particularly, may be, would be great raſhneſs to af- 
„ rm. "Chriſt will come in this ſenſe alſo as a thief in the 
„ night. Our duty therefore is to watch and to prey; to be fa. 
ful ſtewards, to give meat, and all other requiſites, in due ſeaſon, 
to thoſe under our care; and to endeavor by theſe, and all other 
& lawful means, to preſerve the government, under whoſe protec- 

* tion we live, from diſſolution, ſeeking the peace of it, and ſub- 
<4 mitting to every ordinance of man for the Lord's ſake. No 

% prayers, no endeavors of this kind can fail of having ſome good 


hs eſſect, public or private, for the preſervation of ourſelves and 


6 others. The great diſpenſations of Providence are conducted 
+ by means that are either ſecret, or, if they appear, that are 

$ judged feeble and ine flicacious. No man can tell, however pri- 
vate his ſtation may be, but his fervent prayer may avail to the 
5 falvation of much people. But it is, more peculiarly the duty 
2 of magiſtrates thus to watch over their ſubje&s, to pray for 

* them, and to ſet about the reformation of all matters civil and 
i eccleſiaſtical, to the utmoſt of their power. Good governors 
6 may promote the welfare and continuance of a ſtate, and wick- 
ed ones muſt accelerate its ruin. Ihe ſacred hiſtory affords us 
+ znſtances of both kinds, and they are recorded there for the ad- 
$5 monition of kings and princes in all future tunes.” 


P. 370. © There are many prophecics which declare the fall of | 
the eccleſiaſtical powers of the Chriſtian world. And though 
each church ſeems to flatter itſelf with the hopes of being ex- 
empted, yet it is very plain that the prophetical characters be- 
long to all. They have all left the true, pure, ſimple religion, 
and teach for doctrines the commandmeuts of men. They are 


wall merchants of the earth, and have ſet up a Kingdom of this 


66 world, 


ded, 


10 wart 4 id in riches, temporal. power, Kr pomp. 
« They have all a dogmatizing ſpirit, and perſecute ſuch as do not 
u« receive their. own mark, and worthip the image which they have 
©« ſet up. They all neglect Chriſt's coinmand of preaching the 
* goſpel to all nations, and even that of going to © the loſt ſheep 
« of the houſe of Ifrael;* there being innumerable multitudes in 
« all Chriſtian countries who have never been taught to read, and 
«awho are in other reſpects alſo deſtitute of the means of ſaving 
1 knowledge. It is very true that the chutch of Rome i Th. Babylon 
« the Great, and the mother of harlots, and of the abominations 
— Ss the earth.“ But all the reſt have copied her example, more 
dor leſs. They have all received money, like Gebazi] and there- 
« fore the leproſy of Naaman will cleave to them, and to their 
« ſeed for ever. And this impurity may be conſidered not only 
« as juſtifying the application of the prophecies to all the Chrif- 
« tian churches, but as a natural cauſe for their downfal. The 
corrupt governors of | the ſeveral churches will ever oppoſe 
« the true goſpel, and ban fo doing will bring ruin 1 them- 
10 ſely * | | 


+ + * 
WE. 


p. 375 N the downfal of MY jewiſh ſtate under Titus was 
the occafivn of the publication of the goſpel to us Gentiles, 
« ſo our downfal may contribute to the reſtoration of the Jews; and 
« both together bring on the final publication and prevalence of 
« the true religion. Thus the type and the thing typified will 
66 coincide. The. or apy n che lump a are made : holy toge- 
« ous 5 £24 


p. 37% „ The Fold of * Gel and eee 
6 mut both be attended with ſuch public calamities as will make 
« men ſerious, and alfo drive them from the countties of Chriſt. 
% endom into the remote parts of the World, particularly into the 
0 Eaſt and Weſt Indies, whither conſequently they will carry 

5 their Ei religion, now purified from errors and e s 


iis Ck 


1 


P. 450. That worldly-mindednh, and neglect wm duty in the 
« clergy, muſt haſten our ruin, cannot be doubted. Theſe are 
r the · ſalt of the earth, and the light of the world.“ ** It they 
* 15 their ſavor, the whole nation, where this happens, will be 
Yy | > | „con- 
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66 CONCLUSION, 


« conyerted into one putrid maſs, If their light become 1 
1 neſs, the whole body politic muſt be dark alſo. The degeneracy 
« of the court of Rome,, and ſecular bimops abroad, are too noto- 
US rious to be mentioned. They almoſt ceaſe to give. offence, as 
« they ſcarce pretend t to any function or authority beſides what is 
« "temporal, Yet ſtill there is great mockery of God in their ex- 
ternal pomp, and profanation of facred titles, which, ſooner or 
© later, will bring down vengeance upon them. And as the court 
< of. Rome has been at the head of the great apoſtacy and corrup- 
1 tion of the Chriſtian church, and feems evidently marked outin 
Wy various places of the : ſcriptures, the ſevereſt judgments are pro- 
10 bably reſtrved for her. But I rather chooſe to ſpeak to what 
« falls under the obſervation of all ſerious attentive perſons in 
& this Kingdom, The ſuperior clergy are, in general, ambitious, 
10 ande eager in the purſuit « of riches ; flatterers of the great, and 
«& ſablervient to party intereſt; negligent of their own immediate 
40 charges, and al alſo of the inferior clergy, and their immediate 
42 charges. The inferior clergy imitate their ſuperiors, : and in ge- 
@ neral take little more care df their pariſhes than barely what is 
« neceſſary to avoid the cenſure of the law. And the clergy of all 
* ranks are, in general, either ignorant, or, if they do. apply, it is 
ie rather to profane learning, to philoſophical or political, matters, 
t than to the tudy e of the, {criptures, of the Oriental languages, 
1. of the fathers and eccleſiaſtical authors, and of the writings of 


60 devout men in different ages of the church. I ſay this is in ge- 


40 neral the caſe; i. e. far the greater part of the clergy of all 


«ranks in this kingdom are of this kind. But there are ſome of 
a quite different character; men eminent for piety, ſacred learn- 


6 „ing; and the faithful diſcharge. of their duty, and who, it is not 
& to be doubted, ; mourn. in beret for tho crying ſins of this and 


LY of 
818 * 


e other We The clergy, in general, are alſo far more free 


14 © % 


« from open. and grols vices, than any other denomination of men 


124 in 


& amongft , phyſjcians, lawyers, merchants, ſoldiers, c. How- 


4482 


ever, this. may be otherwiſe hereafter. Far it is laid, that in 


81 * 4 


* ſome foreign countries the ſuperior clergy, in others the inferior, 


45 © axe a as corrupt and abandoned, or more ſo, than any other order 
of men. The clergy i in, x this kingdom ſeem to be what we might 


& expect from the mixture of good and bad influences that affect 
But, then, if we © make this candid allowance for them, 


© We 


Ta 49. 4H 
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ce jt becomes an 1 humble, ee . Wezel wm man, to PER all. 
ec theſe allowances, yet he cannot but ſce that the judgments « of 
God are ready to fall i upon us all for thefe things, and that th hey 
6 may fall firſt, and with the greateſt weight, upon thoſe who o, 
& having the higheſt, office committed to them in the ſpiritual 
2 kingdom of Chriſt, neglect it, and are : become mere © merchants 
« of 45 earth, , and 0 9 that feed themſelves, and not theix, 
« bets.” * | | - 
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3 453- Let me intreat all parties, as a Ege pay and over 
te of all, not to be offended with the great, perhaps unjuſtiba- 
« ble freedom, which I have uſed, but to lay to heart the charges 
« here brought, to examine how far they are true, and reform 
0 wherever . are found to beſo.” 


* 8 2 — 
— y 142 


P. 455 Theſe are my real and earneſt ſentiments upon theſe 
« points. It would be great raſhneſs to fix a time for the break- 
« ing of the ſtorm that hangs over our heads, as it 1 blindneſs 
and infatuation not to ſee it, nor to be aware that fi it may break. 
a And yet this infatuation has always attended all falling ſtates. 
«The kingdoms of Judah and Iſrael, which are the types « ; of all 
te the reſt, were thus infatuated. It may be that the prophecies | 
concerning Edom, Moab, Ammon, Tyre, Egypt, Kc. will be- 
e come applicable to particular kingdoms before their fall, and 
„ warn the good to flee out of them. And Chriſtendom in ge- 
« neral ſeems ready to aſſume to itſelf the place and lot of the 
« Jews, after they had rejected their Meſſiah, the Saviour of the 
„ world. Let no one deceive himſelf or others. The Preſent 
«circumſtances of the world are extraordinary and critical, be- 
© yond what has ever yet happened. If we refuſe to let Chriſt 
«© reign over us, as our Redeemer and Saviour, we muſt be n 
es fore his face, as enemies, at his ſecond coming. . . 
| I 2. + th 1 21 1 Sw 
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not by choir violence and obſtinacy being deſolation and ruin on their country, 4 
I would alſo beg leave to recommend what the Doctor ſays at p. 369 3 Us deferry 

ing the attenticn of all thoſe lovers of liberty, 2nd 3 adroca: es for reform, 
| | She 


— 


"FROM CONCLUSION: 

' am well aware that there. are many SOLE will turn, not only 
my ſentiments, but theſe kindred ones of this great and good man, 
into ridicule, and that more ſtill will make light of them: for it is 

all our hearts to ſay, All things continue as they were from 
the beginning of the creation; the evil will not come in our 
days.” Ah! ye deluded men! though © the Lord i is long-ſuf. 
Fering to us-ward, not willing that any ſhould periſh, but that all 
ſhould come to repentance,” yet the day of his vengeance will 
come * as a thief in the night :"—* For when they ſhall ſay, 
Peace, and ſafety, then ſudden de ſtruction cometh upon them, as 
travail upon a woman with child, and they ſhall not eſcape,” It 
will be ſugden. and irreſiſtable. It will be as a torrent that no 
power or wiſtgm of man will be able to ſtay or divert from its 
courſe. Awake, then, ve licepers, and call upon God. Rend 
your hearts, and not your, TI and turn unto the Lord. 1t 
may be that ye ſhall be hid in the day of his gerce anger.” Read 
attentively the zwenty-fourth, and three following chapters, of 
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1 the angel ſ wear r by Him that liveth We ever and ever 7 
delay ſhall be no longer? yr Prepare to meet your God.” Ye core, 
rupters of the holy and henavalent religion of Jeſus, and ye op- 
preſſors of mankind ; ye men of blood; ye proud blaſphemers, 
and ye perſecutors of the ſeryants of God, prepare ſor the day 
of reckoning ; for behold, © The whirlwind of the Lord goeth 
forth with fury, a continuing whirlwind ; it ſhall fall with pain 


Who, let, dy aiming at tod much, the remedy mould be worſe than the diſeafe, 
would with, with zeal for the ſecurity of pur Uberties, to unite prudence. ** A 
bodies politic ſeem, lixe the body natural, to-tend to de ſtruct on and diffolu- 
tion, 25 is here affirmed, through vices public and private, and to be reſpited, 
for certain intervals, by partial, imperiect 'reformationss There is no com- 
4 plete or continued ſeries ef. public I'appineſs on one hand, no utter miſery 
« op the other ; for the difſolution of the body politic is to be conſidered as its 
& death. It FO as romantic, therefore, for any one to project the ſcheme. 
« of a perfect government in this imperfeR ſtate, as to be in purſuit of a i- 
* verſal remedy, a remedy which mould ure all diſtempers, and prolong hu- 
„% man, life, bey ond limit. And yet, as temperance, labor, and medicines, in 
4 fome 2p are of oat aly | in preſerving and reforing ln, Ag ee 
L lese 255 0 relped of the budy pole. 
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upon the 3 of. the wicked. The Pals anger of * Lord ſhall 
not return until he have done it, and. until he have performed 
the intents of his heart, In the latter day ye ſhall, conſider N 
(Jer. XXX, 23, 24.) Ye who worſhip, the mammon of unrighte- 
ouſneſs, and ſacrifice nations for gain; who have carried deſolation 
to the utmoſt bounds of the earth, and, having enſlaved mankind = 
for filthy lucre, are ingenious to invent apologies for your engr- 
mous crimes ; Prepare to meet your Cod. Go to now, ye rich 
men, weep and howl for. your miſeries which. ſhall come upon 
vou. Behold, the hire of your laborers, which is of you kept 
back, crieth againſt you.“ O Tyrus, the mart of nations! thou 
haſt ſaid, x am of perfect beauty; I am God; I fit in the ſeat of 
God, in the midſt of the ſcas. Thy rowers have brought thee 
into great waters. In. the time (if thou repenteſt not) when thou 
ſhalt be broken by the ſeas i in the depth of the waters, thy mer-, 
chandize, and all hy . in the midſt of * ſhall 


WS 


| _ 8 8 of our Urael, i a alk. to the people of 
the follies of enthuſiaſm, till their faith i in the Divine predictions 
which was intended to have been a guard to their hearts againſt 
the ſurfeiting cares of the world, and to keep them vigilant, has 
loſt all its power, and they are lulled into a ſecurity from which 
nothing can rouſe them ſhort of the voice of that trumpet which 
will rend the. heavens and the earth. ——Sleep on, and take you, 
reſt, But at midnight ye ſhall hear a great cry made. Behold, | 
the Bridegroom cometh, go ye out to meet him,” Ye hireling 
Mepherds, eſpecially, who have converted the religion of Chriſt 
into a ſyſtem of worldly traffic; who live in pleaſure, and, having 
Fed yourſelves with the fat, and clothed you with the wool, abuſe, 
inſtead of feeding, the flock ; Prepare to meet your God ; for the time 
of his judgments ſnall be no longer delayed, but. they who have 
beaten their fellow-ſervants, and ate and drank with the drunken; 
he will cut them yy and * chem their bh pgs: with the 
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115 men oy all deſcriptions Sh charafters eee in 1 
winds the ſigns of, the times) hear the awful declaration of the an- 
gel, and take warning. The ſins of the great whore who fitteth, 
. 5 on 
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1 70 CONCLUSION. 


ok Hany "Watts, in d of the nations whe Yave been Ask with 
the wine 'of the wrath of her fornications, are come into rememe- 
back. Come e out of her, therefore,; ye Proteſtants, and all that 
fear God, that ye be not partakers of her f ins, and receive not of | 


L7T% 3.3 


, plagues. 5 


4 


"+ 4 


18 5 you wks 25 Gy: Ae! have never been either the patrons X 
of agents 6f oppreſſion, perſecution, and bloodſhed, may be applied 
the words of our Saviour ; © There ſhall not an hair of your head 
periſh. In your patience poſſeſs, ye your ſouls.“ Even though 
that ſpirit, which in former times "Aled all Tands with violence, uh 
Would again be let looſe, and ye ſhould be betrayed both by pa- 
rents, and brethren, and Kinsfolks, and friends, and ſome of „„ 
ſnould die under your ſufferings, yet in your patience poſſeſs your 
ſouls, ye ſhall not ultimately be loſers; the feaſon is ſhort, and your 
Ward; iT fure; and whilit the name of the wicked ſhall rot, 
yours ſhall be had in everlaſting remembrance.—Let the virtuous 
and good exemplify t their principles by following after the things 
which make for peace; let them with calmneſs contemplate the 
ul ſcene as it opens; for though it may exhibit ſuch event: 
and troubles as have never been ſince there was a nation, yet they 
Will be telutary; general affliction will produce general feriouſneſs, 
and the end will be univerſal reformation and univerſal peace. 
But that we may exerciſe this patience, and poſſeſs this calmneſs 
of mind, it is neceſſary, not only to have our hearts deeply im- 
preſſed with : a ſenſe'of the over-ruling providence of God, but- to 
poſſeſs a prevailing hope as to the iſſue. Theſe cannot be attained 
without an extraordinary cultivation of piety, and an intimate ac- / 
quaintance with the word of God. Let us then ſtir up ourſelves 
tb the exerciſe of a diligence which may be ſome what proportion- 
ed to the importance. of that which we are taught to look for, 
Thus may we hope to be prepared md every One whether to = 
xiourn or to abe! to e. . to die. | 
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What my readers may think 5 Pe 5 of events with 
prophecy, or how they may be affected at the proſpett i in general, 
or at the ſituation and proſpetis of this country in particular, I 
cannot tell; I know that the inattentive Chriſtian, as well as che 8 
cold Sceptic, wilt eſteem 1 it the illuſion of a heated brain, but I am 1 — 
my N . 
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CONCLUSION. 
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free to W that the figns of the times preſent to my mind 
a thouſand images of horror, and afflit me with the extremeſt an- 
guiſn, for the part which my country is acting. Whilſt Lcontem- 


plate the ſcene which Europe now preſents, (a ſcene. which black- 
ens as it expands) and obſerve the exact conformity of the ſeveral 


parts already diſcloſed, with the pattern which Inſpiration has 
drawn, I anticipate the future, and ſeem to feel nothing but earth- 
Auakes, to hear nothing but thunders, to ſee nothing but ſlaughter; 
and I weep for the calamities of my fellow creatures. For the S 


glimpſe of one pleaſant proſpect we muſt ſtretch our eyes to 


years to come. 


Oh, my country! how am I pained at the 
_ apprehenſion of thy fate! Thou mighteſt have dwelt in peace, 
and even turned to thine own advantage the madneſs of other 
nations: but thou haſt been deceived, and choſen war; thou 
haſt committed thyſelf to the horrors of a tempeſt which 
threatens to lay in ruins all that is found within the circle 4 
its rage !—“ Is there no balm in Gilead?“ - Are there no means 
left for the ſalvation of my country? —“ Is there no phy- Lk 
| fician there?“ -s there not one wile and patriotic ſtateſman whe 
loves his country, who loves truth and right more than gain, and 


who may be able to condudt a retreat, and heal our wounds ?P—Muſt * 


we ſtand or fall with antichriſt, and make the fate of papal deſpots 
our own ?—Has that warning no longer any validity; © Come 


out of her, my people, that ye be not partakers of her fins, and 


that ye receive not of her plagues ?”- O thou Father of 
mercies, and Diſpoſer of all events, touch the hearts of the rulers 
of the earth, and let a ray from Thee enlighten their minds 


15 5 with pity on the bleeding nations r — 88 - 


POR, and reveal 7 mercy ! 
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